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MASTERCRAFT VIDEOS 


CREATING A MODEL RAILWAY 


MODELS FOR BEGINNERS POET 
TO ADVANCED — 


A Step-By-Step guide ADEL RALLWAS 
packed with practical advice pact at. |e 
and tips from experts (UK) (|. = Vee 


OAD 


Practical demonstrations, o 


clear explanatory graphics a Al LW, ay" 5 
and working examples to ue ae 


stimulate the imagination. 7 ae 


VHS RUNNING TIME 55 enn 


FOR ONLY $49.95 PLUS $5 P&P 


MASTERCRAFT VIDEOS 
PO BOX 331, Northbridge NSW 2063 
Tel: (02) 958 1724 Fax: (02) 958 0201 
Cheque/Bankcard/Mastercard/Visa 
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LOCH HOBBIES 


Victoria Street, Loch 


‘South Gippsland’s Train Shop 


A pleasant one hour drive from 


Frankston or Dandenong 


. on the way to historic Coal Creek 
_» :Quite a range of model railway equipment stocked: 


Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays only between 10am and 4pm 


Postal address 


Loch Hobbies 
P.O. Box 6 
Loch Victoria 3945 


JOOS A WHOLE SHOWCASE OF 
AMERICAN LOCOMOTIVES AT 


Train Wort PO.BOX 2100 


al BRIGHTON 3ig6 


OF 
624 HAWTHORN ROAD EAST BRIGHTON ¢ ccoiy CARDS meccome 
( NEAR NORTH Sires 6342 


feos a 
Aig Train rine ds Ltd. // 


Pe Tears. IC + emaegll cial 
Sotirday Jams eon 
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_ Our range includes: 


*ARKITS 


| * ATHEARN LOCOS & WAGONS 
| * ATHEARN SPARE PARTS 

| * ATLAS LOCOS & BODY KITS 

| * ATLAS SPARE PARTS 

| * ATLAS BUILDINGS 


ACCESSORIES & TRACK 
* BACHMANN/SPECTRUM 


| * CAMPBELL SCALE MODELS 
i * DESIGN PRESERVATION 
MODELS 


f * FLOQUIL PAINTS . 
_ | * HIGHLINERS BODY KITS 


* HUMBROL PAINTS 


| * LABELLE LUBRICANTS 

| *LGB'G' SCALE 

| * LIMA 

| * MICROSCALE DECALS & 


SOLUTIONS 


| * MODEL DIE CASTING LOCOS 


& WAGONS (incl 'G’ scale) 


| * NORTH YARD WHEELS & PARTS 
| * NWSL GEARS, PARTS & TOOLS 
| * PACIFIC BELT LINES 


REPOWER KITS 


| * PACIFIC BELT LINES 


FLYWHEELS 


| * PECO TRACK & ACCESSORIES 


Bankcard, Visa and Mastercard facilities are available. 
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PACIFIC BELT LINES 


PO BOX 796 
CLEVELAND QLD 4163 
Factory & Sales: Cnr Bradman & Dulacca Sts 
ACACIA RIDGE QLD 4110 
Phone: (07) 2738794 BH or (07) 8245145 AH 
Fax: (07) 2737246 
MODEL RAILROAD HO GAUGE 
MAIL ORDER SPECIALIST 


* PIKESTUFF CO BUILDING KITS 
& PARTS 


* RAILPOWER PRODUCTS, 
BODIES & PARTS 


* SPECTRONICS CONTROLLERS 
& ELECTRONIC ACCESSORIES 


* STEWART HOBBIES, LOCOS & 
PARTS 
* WALTHERS PRODUCT LINES 


ee ee ee ee ee 


PACIFIC BELT LINES CATALOGUE | 


To receive our 46 page cateregue 
post paid, please sénd a $2.00 
cheque or $2.00 value in stamps. 
You will also receive regular 
newsletters advising new products 
available and specials. 


HOW TO CONTACT US 


If you know what you want, mail or 
fax your order to us. Alternatively, if 
you have any quemtions, give us a 
quick phone call or write to us - we 


answer all enquiries. 
RETAIL OUTLET 


Our retail outlet is located at Acacia 
idge, Brisbane. 


Sam-4pm 
Thursday: 4pm-8pm 
(other times by appointment ) 


Proprietors: 
on & Heather Palmer 


~~ 
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I am starting a new “help’ page in this 
issue for those wanting to contact their state 
| or Federal committee. This follows a sug- 
gestion made to me when I was visiting the 
recent NSW Branch Exhibition. 

Just to give some idea of how difficult it 
can be, it took me about two hours to 
collect the information and type it up. 

This listing is on the next page and it will 
be in that place in each issue. 

I would ask branch secretaries to keep 
me informed of changes to office holders 
and any other information of an ongoing 
nature that should be included. If you wish 
to include other office holders other than 
those I’ve listed, that’s fine. An example 
may be the exhibition organiser. 

After having no news from Western 
Australia last issue, in this I have included 
extracts from two issues of "The Branch- 
line’. Well, it’s always either a feast or a 
famine. There is so much material in "The 
Branchline’, I don’t know how Alan Porter 
finds the time to type it all. 

I would like to thank Victorian member 
Ron Hansen whose company, Status Print- 
ing 248 Inkerman Street East Saint Kilda, 
has printed the front and back covers gratis 
| in this issue and the last two issues. 

I managed to find time to visit the NSW 
Branch Exhibition after visiting my mother 
in hospital. Quite a good one but person- 
ally, I don’t think it was as good as previous 
years. 

All the best for Christmas and New 
Year. 


Roger Lloyd 
On the Cover 


It is now over three years since the 
Melbourne Model Railway Society’s layout 
was destroyed by fire. Our cover photo 
shows the Robertson Station area. There 
are more photographs in this issue. 


Photo lan McKenna 


Notice 
This publication accepts no responsibil- 
| ity for the accuracy or reliability of articles 
or advertising published herein, statements 
made or opinions expressed in papers or 
discussions, nor do we necessarily sub- 
scribe to the views expressed or implied by 
contributors. 
Neither is any guarantee implied or 


expressed as to the good conduct or 
practice of advertisers herein. This publi- 
cation reserves, at all times, the right to 
refuse acceptance of any matter considered 
unsuitable for publication. 


From the Managing Editor 


| Victoria 
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Annual 


Report - 1991 


In presenting this report to the 40th 
Annual General Meeting of the Federal 
Committee, it is soy to be able to say 

e past 12 months, to the 
end of August 1991, were most successful 
with a pleasing increase in new members 
of a net gain of 68 members. 

Our current membership as at 1 Sep- 
tember 1991 was 972 members. 

I have pleasure in announcing that the 
past 12 months drive has proven success- 
ful for the Victorian, Western Australian 
and Queensland branches, each receiving 
the incentive of $100 towards Branch 


Once again, the Federal COM has 
decided to continue the membership drive 
for a further year, but has decided to vary 


These charges may encourage branches 
to retain their old members, as well as 


The Annual Balance Sheet, as pre- 
sented by Ken Edwards, shows the Fed- 


Continued next page | 
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erat CUM funds to be financially 
sound, despite high cost increases for 
the purchasing of new badges and 
shields, and also the doubling of Journal 
preparation costs to the Federal COM 
mm one year. 

The Federal COM has decided not 
to increase membership fees this year, 
because of the recession we had to 
have, but will be studying the costs 
closely in the new year to ascertain if 
increases will be necessary: for the 
year 1993. 

I would like to take this opportu- 
— to thank the retiring Federal 
COM for their support and diligence 
applied to their respective tasks at 
hand, which has made my position so 
much easier. 

Once again, I would like to con- 
hace Rex Little, Roger Lloyd and 
the . 
workers for their efforts with the 
ns. presentation and distri- 

ution of the Journal throughout 
Australia. I would like to thank the 
small number of contributors to Jour- 
nal on the high quality of articles 
supplied and presentation, such as 
drawings and cartoons. So please 
continue sending those articles of 
information into Journal. Without 
them, Journal would not be able to 
exist. 

Also Branch ert, please make 
sure that your Branch News is available for 
each printing of the Journal. Without this 
information, Branch Members will not be 
able to make a note in their diaries of any 
future special event that they may be 
interested in. 

I would especially like to thank my wife, 
Denice, who spends many long hours at the 
keyboard of our computer to record new 
members, changes of address of members, 
which occur quite often throughout the 


AMRA Journal No 205 


DRIVER INSTRUCTION CLASS 


SE EVERYTHING |S COMING 


OUR WA — YOURE ON 
Y THE tou G LINE / * 


year and provide lists of members to the 
Registrar on request, also production of 
Journal labels each issue. 

The Federal COM celebrated its 40th 
Anniversary with a dinner, held on 5 October 
1991 at a delightful Chinese restaurant in 
Liverpool, New South Wales. I would like 
to thank June and Graham Larmour for 
ongeniess this celebration, which was 
enjoyed by 74 members from all parts of 
Australia and many exhibition exhibitors 
also joined us for this special night. 


To all those members who participated 


during the past year as exhibitors or work- 
ers in their own state exhibitions, congratu- 
lations for the ~ you have helped pro- - 


mote the hobby of Model Railways’ within 
Australia. 

In conclusion, I would like to take this 
opportunity of wishing all members and 
their families, a very Merry Christmas and 
. Prosperous and happy modelling New 

ear. 


Brian Tyson 
Federal President 


Information and Directory of Office Holders - AMRA 


Federal Committee 


Federal President Bryan Tyson 1/17 Norman Street Concord NSW 2137 02 736 2879 
Federal Secretary Harry Gibson 147 Barrenjoey Road Ettalong Beach NSW 2257 043 42 3267 
Federal Registrar Norm Read 3 Augusta Street Strathfield NSW 2135 02 642 3828 
Federal Treasurer Ken Edwards 8 Easton Road Berowra Heights NSW 2082 02 456 2868 
New South Wales Committee 
President Phil Kelly 20 Lee Street Condell Park NSW 2200 02 790 5317 
Secretary 
Treasurer Jack Parker 34 Strickland Street Bass Hill NSW 2197 02 724 5348 
Address all correspondence to: 
| The Secretary PO Box 194 Rockdale NSW 2216 

Clubroom telephone: 02 567 1899 
Victorian Committee | 
President Graeme Nitz 20 Alpha Street North Balwyn Vic 3104 03 857 6959 
Secretary John Harry 68 Lahona Avenue Bentleigh East Vic 3165 03 570 4406 
Treasurer Stuart Westerman 10 Gardenia Crescent Cheltenham Vic 3192 03 583 8655 
Clubroom telephone: | 03 885 7034 
Queensland Committee 
President Bob Mawson 633 Webster Road West Chermside Qld 4032 07 359 1031 
Secretary | 
Treasurer 

Western Australian Committee 
President Simon Mead 11 Grant Street Embleton WA 6062 09 276 8745 
Secretary Steve Price 7 Turner Close Duncraig WA 6023 09 447 9159 
Treasurer Alan Porter 21 Prosser Way Myaree WA 6154 09 330 1848 


(Corrections, additions to the directory would be most welcome. Please send them to the Managing Editor) 


———— LL SS SSS SSS SSS Ss sete seeteeseeneenesesaes 


Secretary’s Desk 


According to Hoyle, Doyle and Dock- 
ety (but never Mr Murphy), this is to be my 
last Secretary’s Desk, and after four years 
as Secretary, I still receive REGISTRAR’S 
MAIL and RENEWALS and he still says 
"I don’t believe it’ as I pass it on to him. I 
do hope closer attention will be given to 
this detail, as I soon may not be in frequent 
contact with the Registrar, with resultant 
delays. 

Also, I do not know my successor’s 
name and whether he can conveniently 
pass on mail as received. A bit of care on 
the part of the member may help avoid a 
pile of consternation. 

The Federal COM has moved to con- 
tinue the Membership Drive through the 
1991/92 membership year, with a major 
modification. The target figure for the 
Branch Member will be as last year, ie 
Queensland 25; NSW 50; Vic 50 and WA 
40, giving the relevant member two years 
free AMRA membership. The target for 
each Branch will be set at a 10% nett gain 
on their last year’s final membership figure. 

Achievement of this will add $100 to the 
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Branch bank balance. 

** The Registrar has prepared a chart 
from which it can readily be seen how the 
growth rate is not as would be desired. 

AMRA’s 40th Anniversary - yes, it was 
held as planned at Liverpool, but the 
FANTASTICUS (seen on a kids’ show) 
story is for a more involved person to tell. 

Hoping Santa is kind to all AMRA 
families. 


Harry Gibson 
Federal Secretary 


A Registrar’s Lament 


STONE THE BLOODY CROWS!! 
HOW THE HELL DOES ONE GET A 
MESSAGE ACROSS??? A message that 
has appeared in countless Journals, in 
every letter sent to new Members, on the 
slip which is enclosed with all membership 
cards sent back to Members on renewing, 
PLEASE ADVISE FEDERAL REGIS- 
TRAR of any address change. Also on the 
bottom of the Renewal Form in CAPITAL 
LETTERS, 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM 
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INTACT TO 
FEDERAL REGISTRAR, etc 

YET THEY STILL COME BACK 
MUTILATED and in two cases sent to the 
Federal Secretary at Ettalong Beach. 

I have quoted an overseas editor before, 
but it is worth repéating again, WE READ 
BUT DO WE COMPREHEND?? 

I have sent out hundreds of INITIAL 
LITERATURE PACKS and have onl 
once received a complaint (Badge missing 
so can only conclude the remainder have 
arrived intact. I do enclose them in a 
plastic bag these days as the strength of the 
envelope is suspect. 

Renewals did come in at a smarter rate 
than last year, but at time of writing, just 
on 200 have not indicated if they wish to 
renew. It is noticed that quite a few Family 
Members have not renewed this year, for 
reasons only known to themselves. 

I have been told if you don’t wish to 
continue as Registrar, do not accept, someone 
else will step in. Well, from past experi- 
ence that does not happen and the age of 
miracles has longed passed by. 


Norman Read 


AMRA New Membership Figures Since July 1981 for the Four States 


NSW VIC QLD 
39 32 4 
341 297 74 
42 36 6 
+346 -286 74 
32 32 19 
-309 -274 + 80 
38 49 23 
-250 -227 + 84 
36 38 16 
-237 +243 + 90 
65 38 22 
+289 +252 +106 
37 54 29 
-279 +276 +129 
51 24 17 
+295 -253 +134 
33 47 18 
-279** +274 -132 
27 56 9 
-250** +284 -122 
50 58 24 
+272 -280 +143 
450 464 187 


¥% Political Periods 


WA Total for Year 
24 99 
124 869 
24 108 

-121 -852 
28 111 

+135 -821** 
22 132 

116 -697** 
26 116 

+132 +726 
40 165 

+150 +812 
43 163 
+171 +870 
31 123 
+184 +382 
35 133 
+213 +917 
4G 138 

+235 -904 
64 196 

+265 +972 

383 1484 


New Members for 1981 
Total Members for 1981 


New Members for 1991 
Total Members for 1982 


New Members for 1983 
Total Members for 1983 


New Members for 1984 
Total Members for 1984 


New Members for 1985 
' Total Members for 1985 


New Members for 1986 
Total Members for 1986 


New Members for 1987 
Total Members for 1987 


New Members for 1988 
Total Members for 1988 


New Members for 1989 
Total Members for 1989 


New Members for 1990 
Total Members for 1990 


New Members for 1991 
Total Members for 1991 


Total New Members for period 


Plusses and minuses are comparisons with the previous year. 


enn 
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Narrow Gauge 


_ In this edition of Narrow Gauge Junc- 
tion, I will be looking at some of the 
modern developments in the world of 


Queensland Narrow Gauge. Aspects in- 
cluded are locomotives, rolling stock and 
track work. 


Often it has been said that the prototypi- 
cal operation with the greatest effect on a 
modeller becomes the object of their 
modelling talents. For example, young 
modellers generally prefer modern proto- 
types which they can easily relate to. 
Similarly, in the modelling of cane tram- 
ways, there is a degree of interest in the 
representation of modern tramways. 
Sometimes these are set at a particular 
point in time, while other modellers work 
in real time’ ie modelling today. Neverthe- 
less (and importantly) there is still interest 
in the historical aspects of this subject. 

The tramway of a sugar mill is not the 
oo focus of management’s attention. 

hey merely serve as an efficient means of 
transport. However, it is in this crucial role 
that maximum performance is essential. 
When mills dieselised (generally between 


1955 and 1965), a new era commenced. | 


The average mill bought about six new rod 
coupled 6 wheel diesels, replacing patched 
up vintage steam locomotives. The novelty 
of these new locos soon wore off, and they 
too became inefficient and high on mainte- 
nance, As the sugar industry is not a high 
profit area, funds for replacement (or 
upgrading) were not forthcoming. Thus 
these early locos have become the back- 
bone of tramway operations, and many are 
in use today. 

Some mills were able to purchase the 
new technology - EM Baldwin’s bogie 
diesel hydraulics. 45 were built from 1972 
to 1983, with no mill being able to com- 
pletely replace their 0-6-0s. In fact, prac- 
tically none were replaced, as expansion of 
can growing areas took up the surplus. The 
Baldwin’s were smoother on the track and 
the crew, were faster and more powerful. 

If things were bad in the 70s, they were 
terrible in the 80s. Poor seasons saw no 
loco orders and all specialist narrow gauge 
builders closed down. By now, the early 
0-6-0s were 30 years old, but practically 
everything in them ‘had been replaced several 
times. Mills started cannibalising locos, 
putting them into multiple unit combina- 
tions or rebuilding them as slaves. This was 
all to achieve extra power without the huge 
capital cost of new items. Around 1989, 
the first manufacturers started the ball 
rolling, the first new locos being from Prof 
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by Chris Malone 


Engineering (Zimbabwe) via Eimco. This 
has been followed by Walkers, Bundaberg 
Hunslet and now EM Baldwin. Many of 
these locos are still under construction, 
with trials required to prove their often 
untried designs. 

The humble cane bin (4-8 tonnes) have 
been the mainstay of the industry since 
chopped cane replaced wholestick around 
1970. Most are now roller bearing equipped, 
but the 4-wheel concept is long obsolete. 
Mossman Mill has been using bogie bins for 
many years, but no others have followed 
similarly. Current plans now focus on long 
wheelbase 4-wheel bins, as the bogie prin- 
ciple has only meant more maintenance. 
Mossman itself has replaced some bogie 
bins with an identical 4-wheel version. One 
problem with bins is that they are assigned 
to particular farmers and as a result partly 
filled bins are not uncommon. With the 
larger bins’ capacity being up to 20 tonnes, 
this problem increases. 

The past five years have seen some very 
high quality tramway put down. Some of 
this has even used heavier rail than what is 
most commonly used, 60 lb. Concrete 
sleepers for two foot gauge are now readily 
available as well, but there are still large 
areas of track unimproved since the steam 
era. Features of this are earth ballast, poor 
drainage, rotted sleepers and light rail. 

As outlined above, there is a degree of 
interest in modelling contemporary tram- 
way operations. Following, I will give a 
brief rundown of proven and proposed 
methods of doing this: 

Locomotives - Ancient 0-6-0s, whether 
Clyde, Com-Eng, EMB, John Fowler or 
Baguley, can be modelled using the Lima 
BR 08 class shunter mechanism. A frame 
and body must be scratchbuilt to suit the 
slightly modified chassis. Main modifica- 
tions to the latter are extending the crankpins 
to resemble counterweights and altering 
the weight to suit the body. EM Baldwin 
B-B DH’s use the Athearn SW1500 mecha- 
nism, with case sideframes added. A frame 
and body is then fabricated. The newest 
locomotives (eg Eimco) are yet to be 
investigated, but similar steps would be 
involved, using a bogie mech with larger 
centres. 

Wagons - Construction of 4-wheel (6 
tonne) cane bins requires good organisa- 
tion. A plastibond casting is needed for the 
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sides of the bins and the frames. A 


plasticard floor is used with 3mm perspex 
offcuts underneath the floor for strength. 
The frames are fitted with bearings and 
8.5mm steel wheels, and glued to the floor. 
The bin sides are covered with flyscreen 
gauze before assembly. I have constructed 
50 bins and they have proved very success- 
ful. Modelling a radio-controlled brakewagon 
is another task if modelling this era. These 
unmanned vehicles provide additional 
braking power for today’s long trains. The 
frame and body is a simple plasticard 
fabrication, with a suitable mechanism 
(usually 6-wheel) attached. The latter can 
be scratchbuilt, but I have used a Playart 
0-6-0 chassis (with no rods) for one. 
Maintenance stock doesn’t have a major 
impact in workings, but modelling of sev- 
eral items will relieve the boredom from 
can bin construction. A cane bin chassis 
can be used (for example, by placing a 
water tank on top) or you can kitbash HO 
scale wagons or you can scratchbuild. 
Prototypes for maintenance wagons are 
endless, and research in this area is often 
interesting. I have not built any bogie cane 
bins, but I would recommend using a 
similar approach to 4-wheel bins, using 
commercial bogies. 

General - Couplings vary depending on 
preference. Kadee couplers can be used to 
represent the automatic couplers used, or 
an alternative is to use buffing plates on all 
vehicles, joined by a U-shaped clip. I have 
used the latter inexpensive method for 
almost 10 years, and have found them very 
strong, whilst also being of correct appear- 
ance. For modelling a loaded cane train, 
I have found small tree offcuts of a similar 
colour to chopped cane are best. There is 
a lot of hard work involved here. These 
loads add significantly to the weight of an 
empty bin, providing some realistic weight 
in trains. 

The opportunity to expand from this 
point is enormous. You may decide to 


scratchbuild steam or diesel maintenance 
locos, start a goods and passenger service 
or model a different time period. In my 
next article, I will look at track layouts and 
mill operations, with emphasis on repre- 
sentative modelling. 


Types, sub-types and sub-sub-types of 
bogies on one Australian railway system 
now run to over one hundred different 
marks, models, styles and variations! 


EWHW 
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The MMRS Revisited 
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On 15th August, 1988, the layout 
and home of the Melbourne Model 
Railway Society was destroyed by 
fire. In this issue, we are presenting 
some memories of that layout as 
photographed by Ian McKenna. 


A feature of the layout was the 
many fine structures. This is the 
goods shedbased on Lilydale in the 
Wilke River area. 


The gable farm house in the Wilke 
River area. 


A more modern but modest house, 
also in the Wilke River area. 


Page 106 


AMRA_ Journal No 205 


Left top. The water tower based 
on Lal Lal in the Wilke River area. 


Left centre. The Shamrock Hotel 
inthe Allan Street area, left:side. 


Left botom. The Wilke River station 
based on Lal Lal. 


Right top. An S class passing under 
a bridge between Robertson and 
Wilke River. 


Right centre. A V/Line X class 
freight on the mainline Wilke to 
Allan Street. 


Right bottom. Tarrace houses, three 
units plus two units, Allan Street 
area. 


Free Touch-Up 


Paint 


by A McKenna - 


When assembling prepainted 
models, such as Athearn and 
Roundhouse, it is often neces- 
sary to trim off small bits of 

ainted flash and sprue gates, 
eaving unsightly unpainted 
patches. The paints used are 
usually nearly impossible to match 
in colour and gloss. 

Fortunately, a free source of 
exactly-matched touch-up paint 
is often supplied in the form of 
overspray on the inside of box- 
cars or under the floor of flats or 
open cars. 

A good dollop of paint sol- 
vent, such as MEK, can be used 
on a brush to dissolve and mop 
up this excess paint. Usually 
enough paint can be collected to 
touch up those bare lag and 
often enough to paint a few added- 
on details as well. 

The trick is to work quickly 
enough to mop up the paint with- 
out dissolving any of the plastic 
underneath it. If the paint starts 
to dry during the collecting or 
repainting processes, the brush 
can be rewetted by dipping very 
tapidly into the solvent gain. 

Be aware that some brands of 
models, most notably Walthers, 
use a type of paint that does not 
redissolve, so test the paint in an 
inconspicuous spot before you 
start to carve up the factory paint 
job. 


AMRA 
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Ideas for Journal 


by Ted Ward 

Most, if not all, of the mem- 
bers of the AMRA are involved 
in some way with railway mod- 
elling and probably have expe- 
riences and information which 
could be of general interest to 
the rest of the AMRA member- 
ship. The Managing Editor has 
recently requested articles and 
material from his readers, and 
so perhaps a few little secrets 
from one certain regular con- 
tributor may reveal how simple 
it is to write for Journal. 


The main problem to be over- 
come is either inspiration or the 
lack of it. What to write and 
what to write about is an ongo- 
ing subject of constant search, 
and topics, like gold, are only 
found by constant seeking. 
Sometimes, inspiration can come 
from any imaginable source and 
other times a little searching is 
required. But rest assured, you 
have the material somewhere, 
just go and dig it up. 

The good editor prints the 
editorial deadline for the next 
issue but that is not the time to 
sit down and start penning an 
article. Writing for Journal can 
be an ongoing year-round thing, 
starting with a simple idea and 
enlarging it over time. Some- 
times, a better article will emerge 
that way because it will have 
probably have been revised and 
re-written. 


Any would-be contributor is 
welcome to use the strategy 
employed here. Whenever a 
suitable subject for Journal comes 
to mind, whether an involved 
subject or a one-liner, write it 
down somewhere and file it 
away for development, other- 
wise it will slip into the limbo of 
forgotten things. When it is 
convenient, at least one week 
before editorial closing time, sit 
down and polish it up and then 
post it away. As this is written, 
closing day for articles like this 
is 12 days away. Allowing 3 
days for postal delivery will 
mean that it will be posted in 9 
days time. Already, other pieces 
have been collected, rough draft 
form only and, hopefully, some 
more will surface in that time. 

Around our nearly 1000 
members, there would be heaps 
of articles and fill-ins just wait- 
ing to be written. Now, if we 
all send in one each, even a 
small one, we will all be helping 
to make Journal more interest- 
ing to read. 


Disused abrasive scourers 
from the kitchen, Scotch-brite 
is one well-known brand, can 
be shredded into small pieces to 
yield foliage for trees or scen- 
ery undergrowth. 


EWHW 


| Page 108 AMRA Journal No 205 : 


Combined AMRA Loco Test Results From NSW, QLD, VIC & WA. 


As four divisions of AMRA held loco 
tests in close chronological proximity, it 
was thought by Bob Marsden, (Vic. Br.), 
to be a good chance to compare results 
from the different test apparatus of the 
different states. 

Fortunately the author has a Disk Cata- 
log Management Reporter, (DCMR), sui- 
tabl_ for sorting the 91 results into pull- 
score,(or any other) order. 

The NSW results used the most sophis- 
ticated equipment with a variable gradient. 
Heavy weight is possibly less beneficial 
than may be imagined. (It’s an old trick of 


By John R. Gardner, BSc (HONS). 


bots cyclists to have their jersies filled 
with lead shot at the top of a descent, the 
lead shot being released by drawstrings at 
the bottom, as it won’t help on the next 
climb), 

The Thomas the Tank result of 78% was 
deleted because it was too far from the 
other 90 results. Statistical analysis showed 
there was only a 0.003% chance of it 
belonging to the other engine’s class. Then 
the NSW article was reread, and the father 


LOCO PULL as a % of WEIGHT 


PULL S ID WEIGHT 
78% N St 152g 
52% W D 252g 
49% N Dt 670g 
49% V D 388g 
46% V Dt = 10072 
46% V S 108g 
45% V Dt 438g 
43% Q Dt 467g 
39% N St 332g 
38% V D 1500g 
37% WwW D 520g 
37% Q D 430g 
36% W D 390g © 
35% Q D 624g 
35% Vv Dt 270g 
35% Woe St 192g 
34% Vv S 344g 
33% V D 2949 
32% Vv S 430g 
31% Ww Ss 4429 
31% Q St 823g 
31% Q D 378g 
30% V D 396g 
30% Q D 669g 
29% oO 378g 
28% V D 426g 
28% Q D 284g 
28% V Dt 572g 
28% Q D 468¢ 
27% Q mt: ~378e 
27% Q St 462g 
27% Q D 471g 
26% ¥......2 555g 
25% N Dt 503g 
25% V St 806g 
24% N D 364g 
24% W D 440¢ 
24% V 5 1466g 
24% Q Et 280g 
23% W. 3 75g 
23% V S 3394g 
23% V St 400g 
22% Q D 456g 
22% V Dt 304g 
21% N D 6272 
21% W D 4749 
21% Q D 528g 
21% W S 915g 
21% Q D 318g 
20% N D 625g 
20% Q D 670g 
20% Q D 391g 


DESCRIPTION 
Thomas the Tank by Hornby 
Co-Co NSWPTC ”45”class by AR 
DELTIC LIMA 2 motors 
Bo-Bo V/L ”T363” Train World. 
Co-Co NSW ”4469” LIMA 2-motors 
2-8-2 VR ”N” brass 
Co-Co NSW ”81” class 
Co-Co V/L ”"G” 2 mot Powerline 
38 LIMA 
Bo-Bo ”F7” 
Do-Do ”DD40-X.” by Bachmann. 
Co-Co ”"S$D40-2” by Athern. 
Co-Co ”UPSD40-2” by Athern. 
Co-Co "SD40T-2” by Athern. 
Co-Co AN ”AL” class 
0-4-2T GWR ”14XX” class by Dapol. 
LMS ”1F”. 
”*GP9” 
Double Fairlie 
2-8-0+0-8-4 ACL cab fwd Riverossi 
4-8-4+4-8-4 Garratt 
Bo-Bo ”GP38-2” by Athern 
— 
Co-Co QR ”1450” class. 
"RS4-5” 
"$D24” 
Bo-Bo QR 1400”, 
B.R. 4700”, 
Co-Co SD45 by Athern, 
Bo-Bo RS11 by Atlas, 
4-6-4T QR ”D17”, 
Co-Co $D45 by Athern. 
0-6-OST GWR 2021 "0" Underhill 
44 LIMA 
4-6-2 LNER A4 by Trix, 1971. 
45(A & R ) 
Co-Co $D40-2 by Athern. 
2-6-0+0-6-2 LNER Garratt. 
Bo-Bo SNCF 6500 electric by Jouef 
0-4-0T CLOCKWORK Thomas;Hornby 
0-6-6-0T ”0” scale, 
4-6-2 A3 ;Hornby 
Bo-Bo FA2 by Model Power. 
B.R. 5700 class. 
45(hybrid) 
Bo-Bo Santa Fe F7 by Athern. 
Co-Co QR ”1460” class. 
2-10-2 Santa Fe by Tenshodo. 
Co-Co SRA ”40” class. 
442 
Co-Co SRA ”81” by AR. 
Bo-Bo GP38-2 by Athern. 


of the owner of Tom explained why it was 
different, so that fits! By using the zero 
gradient results from NSW alone, the NSW 
results match those of the other states. 

The Victorian results had included a 
handicap for current consumption, so this 
was calculated out of the Victorian results 
so that all states results were for PULL as 
a % of LOCO WEIGHT. 

The table of results, KEY:- 


N = New South Wales D = Diesel. 
Q = Queensland E = Electric 
V = Victoria =. Steam 


W = Western Australia t = Traction tyres 


in order 


ENTRANT 
“Michael Wardrop. 
*A. Durham. 
“Bruce Thompson. 
*J. Gardner. 
*J.Gardner. 
“Ron Thomas. 
*Rex Little. 

*P. Parkinson. 
*Arthur Hall. 
*O. Ely. 

*G. Pilmoor. 
*B. Shelberg. 
*G. Pilmoor. 
*T. Weber. 
*Rex Little. 
*R. Green. 

*J. Davidson. 
*Les Johnson. 
“Peter England. 
*G.Pilmoor, 

*S. Malone. 

*S. White. 
*Graham. 

*G. Wright. 
“A. Jenkinson. 
*David Marsden. 
*S. Malone. 
“Peter England. 
*S. White. 

*T. Weber. 

*S. Malone. 
*W. Geddes. 
*R. Solly. 
“Craig Withers. 
“John Gardner. 
“Phil Kelly. 
*M. Foss. 
*Don Nimon. 
“R. Bailey. 
*“W. Sullins. 
*Stuart Westerman. 
*David Kirkham. 
*R.Mawson, 
“Peter England. 
“Phil Kelly. 
*G. Pilmoor. 
*G. Wright. 
*K. Congdon, 
“B. Hoppit. 
*David Xureb. 
*D. Warn. 

*“T. Weber. 


camnccmmnmme SSS sss : 


an 


PULL S ID WEIGHT 
20% Vv Dt 586g 
20% We 150g 
19% W D 394g 
19% V S 226g 
19% aoe 435g 
19% QO’. Ot 733g 
19% Q D 4139 
19% Wf 960g 
18% Vv Dt 3842 
18% W Dt 380g 
17% N D 633¢ 
17% WwW. % 525g 
17% W St 410g 
16% N D 589g 
16% N S 510g 
16% V D 390g 
15% Q S 523g 
15% Q S 466g 
15% Q S 258g 
1S% W St 390g 
15% V S 512g 
15% WwW Dt 406g 
15% W D 168g 
15% Q St 395g 
14% N D 570g 
14% N 3 aes 9 
14% Q St 429 
14% W S 384g 
14% Q D 288g 
13% Mis Dy 2: -A2Be 
13% W. -§ 150g 
12% N Dt 307g 
11% Q D 631g 
10% Ss 670g 

9% WW: § 410g 
8% V D 48g 
5% Q St 383g 
0% W D_ 795g 
52% W D 252g 
49% Vv D 388g 
46% |} .¥ Dt 1007 
46% Vv S 108g 
45% V Dt 438% 
43% Q Dt 467g 
39% N St 332g 
35% Vv Dt 270g 
30% Q D 669g 
28% Q D 284g 
27% Q St 462¢ 
25% N Dt 503g 
24% N D 364g 
21% N D 627g 
21% Q D 528g 
21% Q D 318g 
20% N D 625g 
20% Q D 670g 
19% V S 226g 
19% Q Dt 733g 
19% Q D 413g 
18% V Dt 384g 

17% N D 633g 
16% N D 589g 
15% V S 512g 
14% N D 570g 
14% N Dt 257g 
14% Q St 4299 
12% N Dt 307g 

8% V D 482 
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DESCRIPTION 


B.R. 5700 class; 

0-6-OT LMS Jinty(A) by Hornby 
Co-Co Alco C36 Meha notehnica 
0-6-2T VR ”E362” by BGM. 
4-6-2 LMS Dutchess by Hornby. 
QR 35” class electric. 

Co-Co QR ”1600” class. 

4-6-2 DB class 01 by Schnable. 
Co-Co VR ”S” by Lima. 
Co-Co.1 B.R. class 40 1. 

§1 

2-6-4T B.R.Std.Cl.4 Hornby Dublo 
4-6-2 LMS Princess by Hornby. 
43 Mansfield 

35 FSM 

B.R. Hymec. 

2-8-2 UP. 

2-8-0 Mat+Pa43. 

Hiesler by Riverossi. 

2-8-0 LMS 8F;Hornby Dublo 
4-6-4 VR ”R” class, 

Co-Co.1 B.R. class 40 1;Joueff 
Bo-Bo Penn RR GE 44 ton; 
2-6-6-2 by Mantua: 

422 LIMA modified 

S LIMA 

4-6-4T QR "DDI7”: 

4-6-0 LMS Jubilee by Mainline 
0-6-0 DB DH by Fleischman: 
Bo-Bo F7; 

0-6-0T LMS Jinty(B) by Hornby. 
422 LIMA 

Co-Co QR ”1550” class; 

2-8-0 LMS 8F by Hornby Dubio; 
4-6-0 GWR County by Dapol. 
V/L Rail Tractor ; 

4-6-0 B.R. B15; 

0-6-0 Plymouth Switcher.Atlas ”0” 


Page 


ENTRANT 


“Peter England. 
“A. Porter. 
*N. Blinco. 
*John Gardner. 
“AMRA. 

*S. Malone. 
“G. Wright. 
“R. Congdon. 
“Don Nimon. 
*A. Porter. 
“Craig Withers. 
*N.Blinco. 

*C. Coker. 
“Ralph Wambeek. 
*Phil Kelly. 
“Peter England. 
“T. Weber. 
*“R. Mawson. 
*E. Ward. 

“N. Blinco. 
*“Ken Down. 
*A. Porter. 
“A. Durham. 
*S. Malone. 
“Ron Ogsion. 
“Martin Danes. 
*N. Johnman. 
*“AMRA. 

*S. White. 
*Ken Down. 
“A. Porter. 
*Arthur Hall. 
*G. Wright. 
*N. Blinco. 


*John Gardner. 
*S. Malone. 
*“D.Ling 


AUSTRALIAN PROTOTYPE 


Co-Co NSWPTC ”45”class by AR 
Bo-Bo V/L ”T363” Train World. 
Co-Co NSW ’4469” LIMA 2-motors 
2-8-2 VR ”’N” brass 

Co-Co NSW ”81” class 

Co-Co V/L °G” 2 mot Powerline 
38 LIMA 

Co-Co AN ”AL” class 

Co-Co OR ”1450” class. 

Bo-Bo QR ”1400”, 

4-6-4T QR "D17”, 

44 LIMA 

45(A & R ) 

45(hybrid) 

Co-Co OR °1460” class. 

Co-Co SRA ”40” class. 

442 

Co-Co SRA "81" by AR. 

0-6-2T VR ”E362” by BGM. 
QR ”35” class electric. 

Co-Co QR ”1600” class. 

Co-Co VR ”S” by Lima. 

§1 

43 Mansfield 

4-6-4 VR ”R” class, 

422 LIMA modified 

S LIMA. 

4-6-4T OR ”*DD17”; 

422 LIMA 

V/L Rail Tractor ; 


*A. Durham. 
*J. Gardner. 
*J. Gardner. 
*Ron Thomas. 
*Rex Little. 
*P. Parkinson. 
“Arthur Hall. 
*Rex Little. 
*G. Wright. 
*S. Malone. 
*S. Malone. 
*Craig Withers. 
“Phil Kelly. 
*Phil Kelly. 
*“G. Wright. 
“B. Hoppit. 
*David Xureb. 
*D. Warn. 
“John Gardner. 
*S. Malone. 
*G. Wright. 
*Don Nimon. 
“Craig Withers. 
*Ralph Wambeek. 
“Ken Down, 
*Ron Ogston. 
*Martin Danes. 
*N. Johnman. 
*Arthur Hall. 
*John Gardner. 
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Page 110 
PULL S ID WEIGHT 
52% W D 252g 
49% N Dt 670g 
46% Vv S 108g 
39% N St 332g 
49% N Dt 670g 
43% Q Dt 467g 
49% V D 388g 
52% W D 252g 


The statistical analysis hereinafter in- 
dulged in follows the methods of ’STATIS- 
TICS WITHOUT TEARS”, a primer for 
non-mathematicians, by Derek Rowntree: 
Pelican Books, 1981, for those who are 
interested in that kind of thing. 

To understand the following, it is suffi- 
cient to know that:- 

The_ MEAN is the average value of the 
loco PULL; 

The STANDARD DEVIATION is the 
average scatter of results around the mean; 

A SIGNIFICANT difference between 
two MEANS is when the probability of the 
difference being due to chance rather than 
a teal difference is less than 5%. 

In the table below, all but three differ- 
ences in means are significant. The three 
that are more than 5% likely to be due to 
chance are the difference in the means of 
the results for:- 

All engines and Australian prototype; 

we engines and the Electric prototype; 
an 

Diesel, no traction tyres and the Electric 
prototype. 

The latter two non-significant results 
are no doubt due to the fact that there was 
ri one member of the Electric category, 
and statistical analysis works better the 
more results that can be grouped for calcu- 


WA (27.8%) 


VIC (27.8%) 
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BEST PERFORMANCE BY TYPE 


DESCRIPTION 
Co-Co NSWPTC ”45”class by AR 
DELTIC LIMA 2 motors 
2-8-2 VR "N” brass 
38 LIMA 


ENTRANT 
*A. Durham. 
“Bruce Thompson. 
*“Ron Thomas. 
*Arthur Hall. 


BEST PERFORMANCE BY STATE 


DELTIC LIMA 2 motors 

Co-Co V/L ”G” 2 mot Powerline 

Bo-Bo V/L ”T363” Train World. 

Co-Co NSWPTC ”45”class by AR 


lation. The data trom the AMRA LOCO 
TESTS fitted the expected normal distribu- 
tion curve so well that 80% of the differ- 
ences between means of different classifi- 
cations shown below are HIGHLY SIG- 
NIFICANT, i.e. only 1% likely to be due 
to chance, (c.f. 5% for SIGNIFICANT). 


TABLE #2 
LOCO PULL BY CATEGORY 


CATEGORY MEAN STANDARD 
DEVIATION 
All locos entered 24% 11% 
Australian prototype 26% 13% 
NSW 23% 11% 
QLD 22% 9% 
VIC 28% 11% 
WA 22% 11% 
DIESEL 24% 10% 
DIESEL WITH TYRES 30% 14% 
STEAM 22% 9% 
STEAM WITH TYRES 21% 9% 


0 
ELECTRIC WITH TYRES 24% 0% 


The above results are from a SELF 
CHOSEN SAMPLE, i.e. it represents what 
AMRA members bring to loco test meet- 
ings and probably bears as much relation- 
ship to the general Australian, (or even 


see /~ NSW (14.4%) 


ELECTRIC (1.1%) 


STEAM (24.4%) 


STEAM with tyres (14.4%) 


DIESEL with tyres (17.8%) 


QLD (30.0%) 


“Bruce Thompson. 
*P. Parkinson. 

*J. Gardner. 

“A. Durham. 


AMRA) situation as ships passing in the 
night. 

Now, since all loco’ are listed, member 
May peruse the list and draw their own 
conclusions as to the features that give 
good pulling power. One thing that guides 
me is that I don’t see any point in up- 
grading a locomotive that can already haul 
longer trains than loops can accomodate, 
except when there is a special purpose, 
such as winning an AMRA loco hauling 
competition. This is one more reason why 
the above results should not be taken to 
represent your ‘normal’ out of the box 
loco. My 1009g 44 class is a special, and I 
bet many other loco’s are too. 

High score were achieved by the Victo- 
rian and, (dare I say it?):- diesels with 
traction tyres. 

Victorians seem to have a prediliction to 
follow their own second generation diesel 
prototypes, larger available steam models 
than other modelers, especially those in the 
Narrow gauge states. It must be remem- 
bered also that the tests were on a different 
test bed in each state. 

And those much maligned traction tyres? 
They simply performed better because they 
performed better than straight diesels. 

Traction tyre and lead in petrol both 
have the same purpose; they allow the 
manufacturer to obtain ade- 
quate performance from en- 
gines that cost less to construct. 
This is because engines can be 
designed around the fact that 
traction tyres reduce slipping 
and lead in petrol reduces pre- 
ignition and does away with the 
need for pressure lubrication of 
the valve slides etc. 

The two pie charts show the 
proportions of locos entered 
from each state and in each 
type. 

Leave you with it; back to 
running trains! 


DIESEL (42.2%) 


ENTRIES BY TYPE 
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- Cone Pointing Axles by Hand 


by Alan Higgs 


The devices sketcle@ enabled me to shorten HO/OO 26mm cone pointed brass axles to 25mm and replace steel axles 
with brass, withest ¢he need for a lathe. The wheels need to be removable from the axles. 

Rotating the axle im bearings ensures that the cone point is exactly centred. I obtained eccentric cone points and 
consequent horrible wheel wobble when experimenting with an axle while chucked in a drill. 


Comments on components: i y 

Bey block - made from A X¥LE for UT Cole CAT TEX 
Adjusting _— - , M el : 

tapper screwed through hinge mar 

block. The metal bearing plate Channel section 


underneath is to ensure that the 
block angle does not change when 


pressing down on the axle. > ee es 
Hinge - needs to be atals / ois 1 Ce -— IK block 
stiff. I actually screwed the ’tilt’ | . if \ or te 
block down through slots allow- i 4 + 3 
“~~ ing for tilt adjustment, but a E'le Vo XC me re pg 
hinge seems a better idea. aM uN oe 


Channel section - brass, 
or aluminium or steel with brass 
inserts for the bearing slots. 
Channel 10-12mm wide (HO/OO 
axles). The bearing surface wears, 
so allow for eventual replace- 
ment. co 

Bearing slots - make en ee ee PER Be Wiese ey 
eee ee eee err sas 
depths and channel position al- 
lows the axle end to work against i 
the file. while the axle is still Ab 
supported at both ends. | ibis, 

File- magneto points file 
is suitable. Can be replaced with 
finer cut file or emery paper for 
final polishing. 

sotiee Chock, exh haiown lle 
wooden block, say 15-20mm high, , na 
100-120mm long (or any heenlert. Channel section fro Al Serr Or) 
able size) and thin enough to fit 
in channel piece to rotate axle. 


4 AA justing Ccrew 


Friction rubber - from /) 
“an old car inner tube, glued with 2 bear loss slot for Axie 
contact cement. V4 
Method: 


File axle to length first, then | | | es 
rough file the cone on the end(s). | | 
| ! 


Use the ’cone cutter’ to finish off | Pana 
only, as it is tedious using it to | | 
— a large amount of mate- 
rial. 

Adjust the angle of the tilt 
block to give the correct cone - 
(point) included angle, using an 


axle already machined with the : 
correct cone as a guide. Having ; sti-~b . i 
this adjustment means that the Fever ee eee al a 


bearing slots do not need to be at 
the same depth or precisely at 90 


| Wooder block 


degrees to the channel section. |b is 3 | 

Rotate the axle with the fric- Lk - oe r. | 
tion stick in one hand pressing ae ee | 
the axle into the file with the ic, Sen ae, 


other hand. The file is held 
Stationary. If the file is not 
separately fastened, then some 

wm dexterity is required. The advan- 
tage of not permanently fastening 
the file is that it can be moved to 
obtain the best position for cut- 
ting. Remember also that the file 
will only cut as the axle rotates in 
one direction. — 


: Pe the Rubber pad 


gee lese than wick of - 


Chau ne | section. 
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Curing the Wobbles 


by Alan McKenna 


Most American-prototype bogie freight 
cars, when assembled with the trucks (bogies) 
and wheelsets supplied, tend to wobble to 
some degree as they run. The frequency 
and, often, the amplitude of the wobbles 
greatly detract from the realistic appear- 
ance of the models. There are several 
possible causes for the wobbles, with 
appropriate solutions, but unfortunately 
there are a couple of popular ”solutions” 
that do not work. 


Wheels 

The most likely cause of the wobbles is 
poor wheels, either eccentric, or not square 
to the axle, or both. One wobbly wheel is 
enough to make the whole car wobble. The 
only solution is to replace the wobbly 
wheels with better ones. Sometimes it is 
possible to swap wheelsets between several 
cars to obtain one or two full sets that are 
acceptable, but it will still be necessary to 
teplace the wobbly ones. J am not aware of 
any brand of plastic HO scale wheels that 
consistently do not wobble. Forcing the 
axles into the plastic wheels seems to 
distort them out of round. Metal wheels 
are not guaranteed not to wobble either, 
but are often much better. In HO and OO 
scales, Kadee, North Yard and Jackson 
wheelsets stand out as the best, in that 
order; there are probably others. 


Bolsters 


A less common , but still significant, 
cause of wobbles is poorly shaped or mis- 
aligned body or truck bolsters. It is critical 
that all the bolsters on a car are flat and 
parallel, and of sufficient area to support 
the car without tilting (about 6 mm diame- 
ter in HO). A common cause is body 
bolsters that are moulded slightly rounded 
or conical. Sometimes it is possible to file 
these flat, but often it is necessary to cut off 
the moulded bolster and replace it with a 

iece of flat plastic (for Roundhouse-type 
Hat bolsters) or a Kadee coupler box lid 
(for Athearn-type bossed bolsters). 

Often a flat bolster is distorted by 
forcing a sheet-metal ("self-tapping”) screw 
into it, as supplied in many Roundhouse 
kits. After fitting the screw, remove it and 
file off the mound that has formed around 
the hole or, preferably, tap the hole for an 
alternative, straight thread such as 2-56. 
Frequently the bolster on top of the truck 
is not perfectly flat or has a little flash on 
it; a couple of light swipes with a file will 
ensure that it is flat. At all times when 
filing bolsters make sure that the file is held 
omeatial to the car floor and does not rock 
to form a rounded surface. 

Occasionally the body bolsters at oppo- 
site ends of a car will not be exactly eg lel 
to each other, and the car wob 
resting alternately on one bolster, then the 
other. This may be due to a twist in the 
body that may be corrected by untwisting 
the body or, rarely, to one or both bolsters 
being moulded at an angle, requiring re- 
placement of the boister(s) as above. 


Myths 
The following opinions, which are con- 
trary to *conventional wisdom”, are based 
on many years’ observations on a number 
of private, club and exhibition layouts, and 
are offered without apology for any contro- 
versy incurred. 


les by | 


It has long been professed (and pub- 
lished) that bogie cars would operate better 
if one truck is loose and the other screwed 
on tightly enough to rotate but not rock. In 
fact, this can accentuate the wobble if the 
tight truck has a wobbly wheel, and only 
slightly lessens the wobbie if the loose truck 
has a wobbly wheel. In most cases there 
is more than one wobbly wheel, and the 
tight truck is totally ineffective in curing the 
wobbles. Worse, the tight truck definitely 
causes derailments on anything less than 
perfect trackwork. 

On club layouts with different mem- 
bers’ rolling stock, about 90% of derail- 
ments observed on track turnouts are at- 
tributable to cars with tight trucks (dis- 
counting operator error, of course). This 
effect is quite predictable; if an almost 
rigidly-attached truck encounters a bump 
or dip in the track, in order to accurately 
follow the track through the deviation the 
truck must tilt the whole car. Of course, 
at anything faster than a snail’s pace the 
inertia of the car forces the truck to remain 
level, so it tends to float right off the track. 
The low inertia of a loose truck allows it to 
follow moderate track deviations while the 
body of the car remains level. 

The second myth is that adding more 
weight will cure the wobbles. In fact, the 
additional rotational inertia gained by adding 
any reasonable amount of weight is not 
enough to outweigh the rotary forces exerted 
on the car by wobbly wheels except at high 
speeds. The main effect of extra weight is 
reduced train length. 

Generally, the cause of the wobbles in 


a car cam be determined in a short time by 


spinning the wheelsets in the trucks to 
assess their concentricity, and examining 
the Bolsters. In most cases the wheelsets 
will need tobe replaced. The improvement 
in Operation wil! make the effort and expense 
wortnwhile. 


> 


Wheel Diameter —~ 


Mismatch 


by Ted Ward 


Sometimes, in perhaps extreme circum- 
stances, a modeller is required to assemble 
a bogie with wheels of slightly different 
diameters. Perhaps one wheelset is dam- 
aged or lost, and the only immediately 
available replacement is of a slightly differ- 
ent size. No matter what the cause of the 
problem, the solution is to adopt the method 
used by prototype railways, where wheels 
are usually of individual particular size. 
This, incidentally, is caused by wheels 
being re-machined in wheel shops to abso- 
lute true profile with no consideration to 
the resulting diameter. Wheels are re- 
turned to traffic fitted to a bogie with 
another wheelset of near-matching diame- 
ter, usually within 12mm difference. Of 
course, when each wheelset diameter sub- 
sequently reduces to a minimum acceptable 
size, and the wheel tyre is relatively thin, 
the actual wheel is overhauled, aither by 
replacing the tyre (rim) or condemning the 
whole wheelset. 

In prototype situations, the bogie and 
vehicle is returned to traffic with the larger 
wheel nearest to the end of the vehicle. 
This is done so as to maintain the correct 
coupling height as much as possible. Even 
when bogies are being overhauled and are 
being returned to traffic with wheels of 
modest difference, the rule prevails of 
always putting the big wheel outside’. next 
time a prototype bogie is being examined, 
compare the wheel diameters by referring 
them to a common reference. Don’t be 
alarmed by any differences as it is quite 
acceptable practice. 

Model bogies with wheels of slightly 
different diameter can be shown to have a 
pretorre and can be claimed to be correct, 

ut only if the big wheels are where they 
should ie 


Two More Uses for 25 Litre Containers 


by Ted Ward 


Further to the many uses for 25 litre containers detailed in the article in the 
September-October edition of Journal; if a container is cut fully diagonally from the 
flat of one side to the flat of the other, two useful appliances result. The piece with 
the handle on it becomes a large “dustpan’, which is handy for train room cleanup 
purposes, particularly after a bit of messy scenicking. 

The other piece can have a piece of broomstick, perhaps one metre long, bolted 
to the bottom. When the container is turned on its side, the vertical handle makes 


it easy to use as a floor dustpan. 


handle —> 
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Welcome to this Newsletter bringing 
you information about the WONDERFUL 
WAIRARAPA 1992 CONVENTION, the 
"Participating Convention’. 

The Wairarapa Railway Modellers group 
is proud to be able to host the 14th Biennial 
Model Railway Convention on behalf of 
the NZ Association of Model Railway 
Clubs Inc. 

We have chosen Wairarapa College, 
Pownall Street, Masterton as the venue for 
the Convention. Wairarapa College is well 
suited for our needs with a hall able to seat 
over 800, an audio visual unit seating up to 
200 and numerous large classrooms suit- 
able for Clinics, Workshops, Special Inter- 
est meets, Display for Competition models, 
as well as Trade Stands and Display Models. 

The WONDERFUL WAIRARAPA 1992 
CONVENTION will be officially opened 
at 12 noon, 17 April 1992 and will conclude 
at 12 noon 20 April 1992. 

The WONDERFUL WAIRARAPA 1992 
CONVENTION is being billed as "The 
Participating Convention’. Our intention 
is that each person attending the 1992 
Convention will not be just a spectator. 
We will not have so much on that you will 
not be able to attend all activities, rather, 
we intend to provide you with the materials 
and instruction to actually build a model 
during the Convention. To this end, you 
will need to bring to the Convention a craft 
knife or similar and your favourite ’dofor’. 
More about this activity in later Newslet- 
ters. 

A number of display layouts have been 
offered and these will be set up in the 
Wairarapa College Hall. Trade Stands will 
be set up in classrooms close to the hall. To 
enable the display layouts to be set up 
without disruption, the hall will be closed 
until after the Official Opening. The same 
will apply with the Trade Stands. As the 
Trade Stands and display layouts are of 
great benefit to all modellers, the timetable 
will allow plenty of time for these sections 
to be open. 

Further to the Participating’ theme, we 
are asking that you bring with you a model 
for display. These display models will be 
in addition to the normal Competition 
Models. Well lighted areas will be set aside 
for the display models. 

The Audio Visual Unit will be used for 
large clinics as well as for the viewing of 
videos and films. Several Video/TV units 
will be placed around the Convention venue 
for your use. 

Special Interest Meets will be catered 
for with rooms being made available for 
those groups requiring them. If your 
Special Interest Croup would like to hold 
a get-together during the Convention, let 
us know of your requirements. 

An Alternate Programme is being or- 
ganised to cater for the ladies and others 
who may wish to see something of the 
Wairarapa in addition to the normal Con- 
vention activities. The Wairarapa has 
numerous attractions of interest to the 
visitors, such as the National Wildlife Centre 
at Mount Bruce, the Fell Engine Museum 
in Featherston, Cobblestones Historical 
Village in Greytown, as well as parks and 
gardens. 

A visit to local layouts will be an impor- 
tant part of the Convention with layouts 


catering for most tastes. All layouts will be 
able to be visited on the tour timetable. 

Penciled bookings have been made at a 
number of motels in the name of the 
Convention Committee and these bookings 
will be held until 1 March 1992. For further 
information on available accommodation, 
contact the Convention Secretary indicat- 
ing your requirements. 

As well as the Participating’ part of the 
Convention, Workshops and Clinics cover- 
ing a wide range of topics will be provided. 
To enable all attending the Convention to 
take part in those Workshops or Clinics 
which interest them, each will be repeated 
and programmed so that, if you wish, you 
will be able to participate in them all. 

For those who will be using public 
transport to travel to the Convention, we 
are investigating the feasibility of having a 
bus pick-up from Wellington Airport and 
Railway Station on Friday morning and 
returning Monday afternoon to connect 
with rail and air services. 

A Silent Auction and/or Sales-Swap 
area will be made available for those 
modellers wishing to sell off surplus equip- 
ment or looking for a modelling bargain. 

Security at the Convention venue will be 
handled by a professional Security Com- 
pany and a comprehensive insurance cover 
will be arranged for your peace of mind. 

Light meals will be available at lunch 
and dinner time for a small charge. This 
service is being provided by the Wairarapa 
College PTA. An area will be set aside in 
the hall near the kitchen asa cafe-style area 
for consumption of the meals. The Senior 
Common Room will be available for relax- 
ing with a cup of coffee or tea and a quiet 
natter. 

The Wairarapa Railway Modellers group 
recently held a trial of the Major Participat- 
ing Clinic and were very pleased with the 
results. We are sure this Clinic will be a 
talking point for a very long time. 


REGISTRATIONS 


Two programmes will be running for the- 


duration of the Convention. These will be 
the Modelling and Alternative Programmes. 
One registration fee will cover both pro- 
grammes. The Modelling Programme will 
cover Clinics/Workshops, Layout Tours, 
Competition and Display Models, Display 
Layouts and Trade Stands. The Alternate 
Programme will cover bus tours of interest- 
ing areas of the Wonderful Wairarapa such 
as the National Wildlife Centre at Queen 
Elizabeth Park and various Craft Stalls. 
Entry to the Wildlife Centre and some of 
the other activities will require a small 
additional charge. Full details will be given 
in the Registration Pack to be sent out 
shortly. Conventioneers will be able to 
participate in both programmes. 


ACCOMMODATION 

The WONDERFUL WAIRARAPA 1992 
CONVENTION Committee has penciled 
in a number of model reservations for the 
period of the Convention. The bookings 
are held in the name of the Committee and 
requests for accommodation should be 
addressed to: The Secretary, WONDER- 
FUL WAIRARAPA 1992 CONVENTION, 


PO Box 627, Masterton, including a de- 


posit of $50. Make your cheque out to the 
WONDERFUL WAIRARAPA 1992 
CONVENTION. | 


We will confirm your booking in writ- 
ing. 
CLINICS 

Additional to the ’Participating’ Clinic 
being organised by the Convention Com- 
mittee, we have gathered a group of pro- 
ficient modellers who will be conducting 
Participating’ Clinics in their specific field 
of expertise. We believe the ’Participating’ 
Clinics being offered will be of immense 
benefit to all modellers. Don’t forget to 
bring your modelling knife with you to the 
WONDERFUL WAIRARAPA 1992 
CONVENTION. 


COMPETITION 
The Rules for Competitions at NZAMRC 
Inc Conventions were amended on 27 April 
1991. Copies of the rules are available 
from your Convention Committee on re- 
tape Entry in the various Competition 
lasses is optional, but gives modellers the 
opportunity to have their models assessed 
by fellow modellers. 


DISPLAYS 

Areas will be made available for mod- 
els, other than Competition Models, to be 
displayed. We would like all modellers 
attending the WONDERFUL WAIRAR- 
APA 1992 CONVENTION to bring a model 
for display. A number of layouts will be on 
display at the Convention. These range 
from Gauge 1 through to Z Scale Miniclub. 


SECURITY : 

Wairarapa College employs a security 
firm to patrol the College. We will arrange 
for additional patrols during the period of 
the Convention. All models and displays 
will be covered by a comprehensive insur- 
ance cover, as required by the Association 
By-laws. 


CONVENTION DINNER 

The Convention Dinner will be held on 
Sunday night, 19 April 1992, at the Solway 
Park Hotel Complex, New Zealand’s most 
complete hotel. The presentation of Awards 
will take place at the Dinner. We hope to 
have a Guest Speaker at the Dinner. 


LIGHT MEALS 

Light meals will be available at the 
Convention Venue from lunch time on 
Friday through to lunch on Sunday. The 
meals will be provided by the Wairarapa 
College PTA. Tickets for the meals will be 
on sale throughout the Convention. 


TRADE STANDS 

A number of Hobby Suppliers have 
indicated their interest in providing Trade 
Stands at the Convention. This will give 
modellers the opportunity to purchase those, 
often, hard to obtain items. 


SALES STAND 

Provision will be made for either a Silent 
Auction or Sales Table to operate during 
the Convention. This will give you the 
opportunity to sell your surplus equipment. 

If you would like to receive further in- 
formation about the WONDERFUL 
WAIRARAPA 1992 CONVENTION, write, 

iving your name, address and modelling 
interest to: 

The Secretary, WONDERFUL 
WAIRARAPA 1992 CONVENTION, PO 
Box 627, Masterton, New Zealand. 

We look forward to seeing you in 
Masterton in 1992. 


RS 
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President’s Piece 


Sometime ago, the Southern Cross Model 
Railway Association held modelling clinics 
and these were known as ’A Day with 
Model Railways’. For reasons dalahnows 
to myself, these clinics were discontinued 
several years ago, which has left a bit of a 
void in the model railway scene here in 
Brisbane. Don Warne had suggested to the 
Committee of Management that AMRA 
should take up where SCMRA left off. 
Our Committee met and discussed this 
proposal and the decision was made to start 
the clinics up again. Our first clinic will be 
held on 4 July 1992 at the Church Hall, 
Imbros Street, Wavell Heights in Brisbane. 
It may seem a long time before it is held but 
it is certain that we will need that time to 
organise events in detail. We expect to 
have all the particulars finalised and pro- 
grammed by the May 1992 Model Railway 
Exhibition, thereby giving us the opportu- 
nity to advertise the Clinic Day at the show 
and take registrations. If you have any 
ideas or experience that you feel may be 
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helpful for the Clinic Day or some particu- 
lar part of the hobby which you would like 
to see someone demonstrate, how about 
getting in touch with our secretary, Tony 
Weber, or myself and letting us know your 
thoughts. I think that there is a genuine 
need for something like this here in Bris- 
bane and | think that it will prove very 
popular. The key word at this stage is 
INPUT. Some from everybody, please. 
Last issue, I spoke about the informal 
talks which we were having with the Bris- 
bane City Council regarding the possible 
re-zoning of our large property at Zillmere, 
Brisbane. Those talks have now con- 
cluded. It can be very frustrating talking 
to three different officers of the City Council 
and getting three different interpretations 
of the Town Plan Act. The first interpre- 
tation listed us as a pleasure fair’. Pleasure 
fairs include circuses, fun parks, water 
arks and fairground activities. The next 
interpretation had us as an ‘outdoor sport 
and recreation area’. They had me abso- 
lutely baffled as to how they had come to 
that conclusion as | think that the only kind 
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Show and Tell - Models & Photo/Slide Competition 


Combined Clinic with SCMRA Detection Systems and Throttles 
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December 

1 Sun Layout Operation 

7 Sat Christmas Dinner 

13 Fri Member’s Slide Night - bring your 10 best 

21 Sat Layout Operation 

27 Fri No Meeting 
January 1992 

4 Sat Layout Operation 

10 Fri Layout Operation 

18 Sat 

24 Fri Modelling Videos 
February 

1 Sat Annual General meeting 

8 Sat 

14 Fri Layout Operation 

15 Sat Auction 

23 Sun Tramway Museum 

28 Fri Layout Operation 
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TO SYDNEY 


THE 
GREEN BOARD 


of sport which we would ever be involved 
in would be running from our cars to the 
Clubhouse if it was raining! The third 
interpretation, and this is the one which the 
town planners finally decided upon, is as an 
‘unlicensed club’. We seem to fit all of the 
requirements under this zoning. The 
supervisor of the Town Planning Section 
that I attended was of the opinion that we 
would have very little trouble with a re- 
zoning application. Costs associated with 
a re-zoning application would set us back 
around $800, while the time, included from 
the date of lodgement, of a re-zoning 
application would be of a minimum 60 
days, depending upon if there were any 
objections. On the minus side, if re-zoning 
was approved, we would no longer be able 
to lease the house out. In this case, the 
Club would lose a major source of income 
once our property is paid for. Under the 
town plan, we could use the house for Club 
activities but, unfortunately, not for raising 
Club revenue. It’s food for thought, isn’t? 
Best wishes - good modelling 


Bob Mawson 


Meetings at Clubrooms, Chapel Lane, 
Rockdale, are held on:- 

Ist & 3rd Saturdays and 2nd & 4th 
Fridays 

UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, 
meeting times are:- 

Fridays 7.30 pm to 11 pm 

Saturdays 2 pm to 5.30 pm 

AUCTIONS: Goods for sale to be 
booked in by 2 pm 

NOTE: AMRA (NSW) Clubroom 
Telephone No is: 567 1899. 

All correspondence re NSW Branch 
matters should be addressed to:- 

The Secretary, PO Box 194, Rockdale, 
NSW 2216 
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1992 Camberwell 


Exhibition 

The 1992 Exhibition will be held at the 
Camberwell Centre from 6 to 9 March 1992 
inclusive. 

Fri & Sat 10 am to 10 pm 

Sun & Mon 10 am to 6 pm 

Set up will be as usual on the Thursday 
prior to the Exhibition. 

Neil Hambly is the Roster Supervisor 
for the 92 Exhibition; the roster will be at 
the Club Rooms on the normal 2nd Thurs- 
day of the Month meeting - please put your 
name down for the times that you can assist 
us. Remember it is your exhibition - the 
appropriate meals will be provided to you 
at no cost. 

We also need help at the Club Rooms 
at 8 am on the Thursday morning to load 
the truck and then set up at Camberwell. 
Help is also required to pack up at the 
conclusion of the Exhibition at Camberwell 
on the Monday evening and then unload at 
the Club Rooms and pack away the layout 
and showcases, etc. 

The presentation night will be on the 
Sunday evening at the Club Rooms, com- 
mencing at 6.30 pm. Light refreshments 
and drinks will be provided at no cost to 
exhibitors at AMRA members. 

Entries for the Open Modelling Compe- 
tition will be received at the AMRA Infor- 
mation Stand at the Camberwell Centre 
between 6 pm and 8 pm on Thursday 5 
March 1992. All models must be collected 
at the conclusion of the Exhibition 6 pm on 
Monday 9 March 1992. 

The Roster Supervisor has a difficult 
job, so please give Neil your support and 
co-operation and I am sure everybody will 
enjoy the Exhibition. Remember the 
Exhibition is the showcase of AMRA Vic 
Branch. 


Bob Edwards 
Exhibition Manager 
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Library Notes 


Victorian modellers have not been as 
well served as those of New South Wales 
in published descriptions of rolling stock. 
Importantly, there is an exception in the 
facsimile editions of Victorian Railways’ 
Diagrams and Particulars of Locomo- 
tives Cars, Vans & Trucks, published in 
three volumes by VMRS. The Library has 
the set, and has now acquired a second set, 
which relieves my mind somewhat. We also 
now have something much more wonder- 
ful: an original edition of the volume, 
amended and updated to 1920, including 
lists of numbers, and deletions. All these 
were from the Railway Collection of Stephen 
E. Watson, of whom I’d like to know more. 
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Also from the collection are eight al- 
bums of photocopied diagrams, most, though 
I suspect not all, from the Diagrams and 
Particulars books. It’s annoying not to 
know their provenance, but again it does 
take the heat off the more valuable vol- 
umes. It would be a damn nuisance if any 
of these went off (it’s infuriating when any 
Library books go) but it wouldn’t be the 
end of the world, whereas we'd be calling 
in the marines if the original book went. 
Altogether, it’s a mouth-watering acquisi- 
tion. 

Mark Tronson has collected and pub- 
lished some interesting stories since he left 
engine-driving, but they’re pretty thin on 
the ground in The Southern Aurora. There’s 
rather too much of the ’notch two till you 
pass the bridge then up to notch three...” 
and certainly too much bewailing the fact 
that this crack train had in its decline to 
give way to suburban trains when ap- 
froseens the terminus. Some intriguing 

its- apparently we had our own Madonna 
of the Sleeping Cars - but much, too much 
padding. 

The Light Railway Research Society 
must have too much material. Their Wooden 
Rails to Kinglake and Flowerdale by R.Alger 
would usually appear as one of their excel- 
lent Light Railways, and in fact it is in 
exactly the same format, but without the 
numbering. As always, there’s been a lot of 
research put into the little book, it’s well 
written and interesting in itself. Timber- 
cutting was a hard life and unforgiving. | 
guess it still is. : 

Nothing needs to be said about Walth- 
ers’ latest catalogue, The Wonderful World 
of N & Z Scale - 1997 (mentioned in the 
last issue) except this: each (non-periodi- 
cal) volume in the Library is given an 
accession number as it comes in. Walthers’ 
is number 1000! 

Sorting through my desk I’ve found 
several small things buried under lots of 
discouragingly large things. Some have 
been there for a very, very long time. In 
particular, I found a copy of Allan Dowel’s 
Beginner’s Guide to Railway Modelling in 
Australia, published in 1963. I’m ashamed 
that we don’t have a copy already; it’s part 
of the AMRA history. 

Then avery pretty little pamphlet called 
Victorian Railway/EMD ”B” Class CoCo 
Diesel Electric Locomotive apparently 
supplied by Precision Scale Models with a 
model. Lots of colour photos in various 
liveries, instructions for running in and for 
dismantling if necessary as well as a brief 
history of the class. | hope the model is as 
good as this marketing. 

Trains Illustrated (the Ian Allan one) 
has published four volumes of The Last 
Years of British Steam, one in hard cov- 
ers, three in limp magazine format. No. 3 
found its way onto my desk (and under my 


papers). It deals with the Eastern, North 
Eastern and Scottish Regions, and makes 
up to a pleasant portfolio of black and 
white photos. It’s not dated, but must have 
been some time after 1967. 

We grieve for Gordon Fox, but we still 
clutch at his library. I’ve not yet seen the 
books, but the periodical runs, though not 
all complete, add enormously to the Li- 
brary’s collection, sometimes complement 
it, and very often fill gaps that have worried 
me for years. Would you believe that, 
except for four or five parts, we now have 
a complete set, vol.1 no.1, 1934 to vol.54 
no.6, 1987, the last published, of Model 
Railway Constructor? 

And finally, some kind person gave me 
a photocopy of a book published in 1870 by 
one Frederick S. Peppercorne C.E. and 
entitled The Economy of Railways Con- 
sidered Chiefly in Connection with the 
Australasian Colonies. It’s good fun to 
read, especially for his justification of light 
rail for main lines out west. I wonder how 
many planners were influenced by him? 


Brian Southwell 
LIBRARIAN 


Victorian Branch Notes 
September Meeting 


At this meeting Brian Southwell (Vic 
Branch Librarian) presented a talk on the 
use of libraries for research into prototype 
and model railways. 


Competition 

Print - L. Johnstone - BL32 at Dynon 
- 89 points 

Slide - No entry 

Model - No entry 


October Meeting 
Was the third AGM since incorporation 
at which the following members were elected 
to the COM:- 
President - G Nitz (for second year) 
Vice president - G Stockfeld (for 
second year) 


Secretary - J Harry (for 20th year) 

Treasurer. - S Westerman (for 22nd 
year) 

Committee - B Westerman (for 


second year) 
R Bogie (for third year) 
R Polistena (for first 
year) 

The following members were appointed:- 


Librarian - B Southwell (for 20th 
year) 

Asst Librarians - G Attrill, B 

Frary 

Exhibition Manager - B Edwards 

Sub Editor - R Marsden 
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Awards/presentation 1990/91 


Meritorious Award - Ron Thomas 

President’s Award - Ron Polistena 

Photographic Award . Stuart 
Westerman 

Fyfe Thorpe Award - Robert 
Luke 

Bob Edwards Award . No grati 
fied entry 

Certificates 

Best Slide - John Sheppard - Tram 

at Ballarat 
Best Print - Stuart Westerman - 


Tram at St Kilda 
Stuart Westerman - 
Scotch Block 
Stuart Westerman - VR 
J515 Steam Loco 
Best Scratch Built Model -Bruce Race - 
NSW NQIX Wagon 
Best Aust Kit Built Model : 
Robert Luke - NSW MLE Wagon 
Best Other Kit Model —-Trevor Reeves 
- VR Suburban Train (steam era) 
Best Detailed Commercial Model - 
Owen Ely - Brewery Complex 
Best Scratch Built Freight Stock - 
Bruce Race - NSW NQIX Wagon 
Best Kit Built Locomotive- Peter England 
- GWR Class 42 Tank Loco 
Best Kit Built Freight Stock - 
Robert Luke - NSW MLE Wagon 
Best Kit Built Passenger Stock - 
Trevor Reeves - VR Suburban Train 
(steam era) 
Best Kit Built Structure -Owen Ely - 
Brewery Complex 


Competitions 
Print : L Johnstone - G532 at 
Geelong Loco - 90 pts 
Slide . None 
Model - None 


There is no competition for any month 
if only one entry is received. That entry 
will be held over to the next competition. 


Models for Display 


R Lloyd - Jig for Cutting Styrene 
& Balsa 

J Reeves - Proto 2000 HO FA2 
Locomotive 

GNitz - Fresnal Lens Magni- 


fier & a Vic Roads sign for Level Crossing 


General News 


Donation 
Of books on the History of LNER by 
the Estate of Gordon Fox. 


Exhibition Roster 

Members are requested to record their 
availability for the Camberwell Exhibition 
in March 1992. The roster is available at 
each monthly meeting or contact Neil Hambly 
(03 848 8162). 


Membership 

The Secretary has advised that the Vic 
Branch has 280 members as at 30 June 
1991. This is down from 284 members the 
previous year. Altogether there have been 
58 new members joining during the last 12 
months, but there has been a loss of 62 
members during the same period. 


Master Control Panel 

The main layout master control panel 
has been further developed towards a CTC 
concept. At present, when the panel is 
switched in:- 

1. Main line blocks and cab rotary 


selectors are controlled from this panel. 

2. Main passing roads, idden reversing 
loop and reversing section between More- 
house & Kens Crossing are likewise con- 
trolled from the panel. 

3. All points associated with and lead- 
ing to or from the main line and/or main 
passing roads, idden reversing loop and 
reversing section are controlled from the 
panel. 

4. Manual push button signal control; 
with coloured light display on the driver’s 
panel, are controlled from the panel. 

5. Trackside signal lights are also 
controlled. 

6. The terminus stations, ie Lloydhurst 
and St John, operate and are controlled 
independently from their own control panel 
as previous. But the main line to and from 


these stations are as per 1. above. Termi-- 


nus station signals and driver’s panel signal 
light display are still controlled at local 
panels. 

7. The Rail Motor siding at Armstrong, 
the back platform road and siding at Gorfield 
and the back platform road and coal mine 
sidings at Littlebank are also controlled 
from this panel, including points and blocks. 

8. All other sidings at the intermediate 
station are controlled from the local panels. 

9. The terminus stations can shunt trains 
etc throughout their whole station/yard 
limits, but access to the main line is only 
through the master panel. 

_ 10. The intermediate stations can only 
shunt trains etc on the sidings not covered 
as in 7, above with access to the main line, 
main roads and main passing roads only 
through the master panel. 

11. When shunting, care must be taken 
not to run foul of the main line, main roads, 
main passing roads and sidings as per 7. 
above, so as not to interfere with the 
operation of the trains under control of the 
master panel. 

12. The main use of the master panel 
will be for running trains, as only one 
person (to operate master panel) plus driv- 
ers will be needed to provide this facility, 
unlike previously where every control panel 
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had to be operated. A further person is 
required to operate the local panels. 

13. To operate the master panel re- 
quires a detailed knowledge of the layout. 
With a number of trains on the layout, the 
ability to think quickly is very important. 

14. Further refinements, modifications 
and additions to the panel and layout are 
planned to increase the effectiveness of the 
operation. 


Program 

January 1992 

5 Sun Timetable Operation - 1.30 
to 5 pm - UK prototype 

6 Mon Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm 
- BYO train 

7 Tue Junior Running Day - 10 am 
to 3 pm - BYO train 

9 Thur Social meeting - 7.30 to 11 pm 
- Running night - BYO train 
- nO competitions 

20 Mon Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm 
- BYO train 

23 Thur Junior Running Day - 10 am 
to 3 pm - BYO train 

23. +Thur Timetable Operation - 7.30 
to 11 pm - USA 1960/70 
Western prototype - 

30. =Thur Drive Night - 7.30 pm - topic 


to be advised 
February 1992 


2 Sun Timetable Operation - 1.30 
to 5 pm - Aust prototype 

3 Mon Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm 
- BYO train 

13 Thur Social meeting - 7.30 to 11 pm 
- Air Brakes 
Competitions - Model - Stan 
dard Categories 
Photo - Loco Name Plate 

16 Sun Working Bee - 9 am 

16 Sun Running Day - 1.30 pm - 
BYO train 

17 Mon Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm 
- BYO train 

27. + Thur Timetable Operation - 7.30 


to 11.30 pm - USA 1950/60 
Eastern prototype 
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Simon’s Scribblings 
Annual General Meeting & The 


1991/92 Management Committee 

Our programmed Annual General 
Meeting on 8 July unfortunately failed to 
achieve the required quorum of members 

resent and it had to be deferred by 
ourteen days, as required by the Branch 
Constitution. The shortfall was just two or 
three members and thanks go to those 
members who took the trouble to attend 
and especially to those who came to the 
reconvened meeting. 

At the reconvened Annual General 
Meeting on 22 July, the following members 
were elected to form the Management 
Committee for 1991/92. The ’portfolio’ 
allocations were decided at the first meet- 
ing of the members of the Management 
Committee. 

President 
Simon Mead 276 8745 
. Auctions Co-ordinator 
Vice President 
Mike Wilson 457 6016 
. ‘JOURNAL’ Sub-Editor 
- Joint Programme Co-ordinator 


Secretary 
Steve Price 447 9159 

- Statutory Requirements 
Treasurer 


Alan Porter 330 1848 

- Branch Registrar 

- Editor of THE BRANCHLINE’ 
Committee 
Garry Pilmoor 279 1689 

. Sales Co-ordinator 

- Assisting Exhibition Co-ordinator 


Barry Keens 276 1648 
: Promotion & Publicity 
Lionel Boyce 307 7715 


- Exhibition Co-ordinator 
Library Co-ordinator 


Ian Wood 459 4116 
- Layouts Co-ordinator 
- House Officer 

Bob Green 362 6954 


: ModelRail and Railway 
Modelling Competition Co- 
ordinator 

“ Joint Programme Co-ordina 
tor 

I would like to welcome Mike, Lionel 
and Bob to the Management Committee. | 
am confident that their involvement with 
the administration of the Branch will be of 
benefit to all. 

I would also like to thank the outgoing 
Management Committee, and especially 
those members who did not renominate, 
namely Roger Solly, Andrew Wells and 
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John Martin for their contribution over the 
last year. 


Workshop Equipment 

We have recently been informed that we 
were successful with our application to the 
Lotteries Commission for the purchase of 
workshop ck apetil (Well, only partially 


successful! We applied for $2200 and we 
received a Grant of $2000 ... better than ’a 
kick in the backside’). } 

The Management Committee intends to 
use this money to purchase a small lathe, 
pillar drill, air brush & compressor and 
similar specialised equipment. This equip- 
ment will be available for the use of members 
at the Clubrooms. Thanks are due to Barry 
Keans for successfully pursuing this source 
of funding. 


Christmas Barbeque 

You will, no doubt, note from the 
Programme that the Christmas Barbeque 
has been arranged for the afternoon/eve- 
ning of Saturday 21st December. This is a 
family occasion, bring the missus, kids, etc. 
Those who came to last year’s BBQ will 
recall that it was a very pleasant evening. 

Roll up around 5 pm - we plan to start 
cooking about 5.50 pm (bring your own 
"everything’). 

I look forward to seeing you there. 


Simon Mead 


Around The Layouts 


I think we all owe Roger Solly a big vote 
of thanks for his efforts as Layouts Co- 
ordinator for the past two years. Roger is 
now concentrating on his own modelling 
but has left the Management Committee 
with some ideas and plans for the Branch’s 
layouts. I now have the dubious honour of 
being Layouts Co-ordinator and with Roger’s 
legacy and my own ideas, I hope to develop 
the layouts into something from which we 
can all get pleasure and pride. 

Of course, I can’t do this on my own - 
this is a club and it needs effort from all. 
Each of the layouts has its own ‘gaffer’, 
they being 

pind Dennis Ling ’O’scale; Allan 
Higgs ’O0’/HO’ scale; Geoff Bell 
’N’ scale (welcome to the ’footplate’, Geoff!) 

What I would like is to find out what you 
want for the layout that particularly inter- 
ests you. I know that the ’O’ scale "boys’ 
are presently considering plans for the 
future of ’Ebford Regis’. It is also planned 
to build a second layout, but to follow what 
prototype? The present ’West-N-Trak’ is 
American-based and as a measure of re- 
spect for those who built it (and donated it 
to the Branch) and those others who have 
put time and energy into it, we don’t plan 
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to do any major surgery on it (well, maybe 
a nip here and a tuck there .... Geoff tells 
me he’s extremely skillful with a circular 
saw! (only kidding, I hope! Editor). So, 
should the proposed new ’N’ scale layout 
be of Australian, British or European fla- 
VOUE? as ideas please! 

And what should we do with the OO’ 
scale Haltwhistle’ layout? It’s not getting 
any younger - in fact, it’s in such a condi- 
tion that It won’t survive any more moves 
to exhibitions, etc. Although the layout 
won't be moved again to exhibitions, it is 
performing very well where it is. In fact, 
at the moment it is our only operational 
layout and it is not being considered for 
scrapping or alteration in the foreseeable 
future. 

The layouts are usually what a model 
railway club is judged by, so how about it? 
Please talk to me, to the layout ’gaffers’ or 
to the Management Committee or put your 
ideas on a piece of paper and put it in the 
‘Suggestion Drawer’ at the Clubrooms (only 
signed suggestions will be looked at!). 

I would like to see layouts that we can 
all use by bringing along our own locomo- 
tives and rolling stock and running them. 
Surely, that’s the main reason for a model 
railway club .... to run trains. 

If you’ve visited the Clubrooms re- 
cently, you will have seen the ’remolishing’ 
of the ’O’ scale layout is under way. Over 
the next year or two, the Branch will be 
investing quite a deal of money and effort 
in this layout and it promises to be some- 
thing when completed. The reconstruction 
has Geen carefully planned and scheduled 
and all it needs is the manpower to com- 
plete the job. So, even if you don’t model 
in ’O’ scale at home, you may like to get 
involved with this one at the Clubrooms. 

Following a very successful inaugural 
’"N’ Scale Special Interest Group meeting 
with ten modellers present, it has been 
decided to upgrade the "West-N-Trak’ layout, 
still adhering to ’N-Trak’ standards. You 
may remember that in the last issue of “The 
Branchline’, I asked for suggestions as to 
the theme for a possible second ’N’ scale 
layout. 

Well, I was absolutely underwhelmed 
with replies. Thanks must go to George 
Noble as the only one who bothered but he 
made up for the lack of interest with a very 
thorough expression which would make a 
good exhibition layout. However, the 
spirited involvement of the ten or so active 
’N’ Scalers on the rejuvenation project on 
the present layout should keep them busy 
for quite a while and there may be little 
spare resource to apply to any new layout. 

The rejuvenation project involves more 
modules that can be connected for exhibi- 
tion runs - one of these is already well 
under construction by John Miller and 
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others are being planned by other individu- 
als in the Special Interest Group (I’m 
one!). Also, some of the existing modules 
will be replaced due to age and water 
damage. With the injection of the new 
modules, it is hoped to break up the flat, 
tabletop appearance of the presen layout. 
If you are interested in building a module 
at home, come along to the next ’N’ Scale 
Special Interest Group [SIG] meeting and 
see what’s involved. 


lan Wood 
Layouts Co-ordinator 
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Membership Matters 


Even more new members of the 
Association....they just keep on joining! 

The ten people listed below have joined 
the Association since early September and 
they are, therefore, automatically also 
members of the Western Australian Branch. 
Edward & Vivienne GARFORTH 

High Wycombe 00” 

Murray HAFTZER Kenwick — ’Sn3-1/2’ 


Brian HOWARD  Toodyay 00° 
Peter LOFTING- Kelmscott = °00” 
Doug McLEAN _ Willeton *N’ 


Kallaroo *N’ 
Don NAIRN East Victoria Park ’00’ 
Robert SMOLDERS Morley ’N’ 
Calvin TANNER High Wycombe 

’"N’ (Australian) 

We say "Welcome Aboard’ to them all 
and we hope that they will enjoy their 
membership of the Association and of the 
Western Australian Branch in particular. 
Most have already visited the Clubrooms 
and have seen what facilities there are for 
the enjoyment of the WA members but, if 
they haven’t, they are encouraged to do so 
at their earliest convenience in order that 
we can get to know them all personally. 

The Federal Committee of Management 
has set the WA Branch a ’target’ of a net 
10% gain in members over 1991-92. Start- 
ing with 265 at the beginning of the period, 
we are required to have 292 by the end of 
the period, ie a net increase (after allowing 
for non-renewals and resignations) of 27. 
if we achieve this goal, the Branch will 

ualify for a $100 ‘bonus’. Additionally, 
the 40th new member recruited into the 
WA Branch in 1991-92 will receive two 
years free membership. 


Jared McLEAN 


Alan Porter 
Branch Registrar 
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Here’s A Cheeky Chappy! 
Good Luck to Him!! 


I should have gone before I came. 

There was a Committee Meeting not too 
long ago and I arrived late, having been at 
work. To cut a long story short, I needed 
to use the toilet, raised my hand to leave 
the table and found myself appointed 
JOURNAL” Sub-Editor for Western 
Australia’. 

Now, let’s understand the situation here. 
I find "JOURNAL’ to be immensely useful 
- the outer envelope can always be reused 
and the "JOURNAL itself makes for a 
useful fly-swat, or maybe a firelighter. | 
always keep the membership listing, be- 
cause I hate to use a telephone book, but 
I can’t say that I’d ever actually read a 
‘JOURNAL’ - not from cover to cover, at 
any rate. 
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Later that night, as I sat ensconced in 
my own comfortable bathroom, | looked 
over my meagre collection of past issues of 
‘JOURNAL’ (retrieved from that recycling 
basket). I came to the staggering conclu- 
sion that I had not been missing much by 
not reading them. The only usable material 
that I could find came from "THE BRAN- 
CHLINE’, and I'd already seen that! 

I’m only a newish member but I know 
that there’s a lot of cluey people around the 
WA Branch. Why don’t they write articles 
for JOURNAL’? 

Well, I made some enquiries and it turns 
out that most of them think that "JOUR- 
NAL!’ is a load of old rubbish, not to put 
too fine a point on it. Please consider: if 
all the good writers think that JOURNAL’ 
is bad, they don’t write for it; if no good 
writers write to JOURNAL’, then it is 
bad, because it can’t be any better. 

So, how about it, people? Perhaps if 
JOURNAL’ were a little better appreci- 
ated, they would get their act together. 
Even if you think your article is rubbish, 
please let me look at it and maybe send it 
off to JOURNAL’. I’m sending this article 
for inclusion in the next issue of "JOUR- 
NAL’ ee I bet you $5 that they don’t 
print it!).(Welcome aboard! You can send 
your $5 to Victorian Branch! - Managing 
Editor) 


Mike Wilson 
>JOURNAL’ Sub-Editor 
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New ’Work Station’ 


Recent visitors to the Clubrooms will 
have seen the construction of a work-bench 
in the layout room - the handiwork of 
Messrs Solly, Port, Horn and others. Two 
vices (one for wood working and one for 
metal-working) have been installed and 
this would probably have been the finished 
job until the Management Committee looked 
at all the competing claims for Branch 
funds - see ’Aorta’ elsewhere in this issue. 

However, the outgoing Management 
Committee had made application to the 
Lotteries Commission (as a result of seeing 
an advertisement in the newspaper) for a 
Capital Grant under the Commission’s ’Arts 
and Cultural Programme’. This application 
was approved by the Lotteries Commission 
in July and we were allocated the sum of 
$2000 to fit out the above-mentioned work- 
station. We had applied for funds specifi- 
cally to acquire items which will increase 
members’ skills - the main items to be 

urchased include a lathe, air brushing 
acilities, soldering station and a magnifier 
with light. All these items are in the course 
of being purchased and other similar items 
will be acquired if we still have some funds 
left unspent. 

Arrangements are in hand for an elec- 
tricity supply to the work-station area and 
no doubt some actual Branch funds will be 
allocated to provide even more equipment 
for this facility as the need arises and as 
experience is gained in the communal use 
of such ’sophisticated’ tools and workshop 
equipment. We are, of course, most for- 
tunate to have been allocated these funds 
and are grateful that the Lotteries Commis- 
sion recognises that, apart from being our 
hobby, the modelling of railways is an Art 
Form and can in many ways reflect the 
cultural background of many countries. 

let us hope that we will get many hours 
of pleasure and learning from this new area 


of our Clubrooms and be able to use the 
equipment to produce ‘difficult-to-obtain’ 
items, as well as better quality models. Our 
thanks go to the Lotteries Commission for 
their generous grant. 


Barry Keens 
Immediate Past Vice President 
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’Aorta Do This! 
Aorta Do That!’ 


Remember the ’Aorta’ list published in 
the April 1990 issue of "THE BRANCH- 
LINE ’? - the list of ’desiderata’ that the 
1989-90 outgoing Management Committee 
had come up with for a possible capital 
expenditure programme for 1990/91 and to 
which members were encouraged to add 
their own thoughts as to what additional 
facilities should be acquired or constructed 
in the 12 months before the next Model 
Railway Exhibition. 

Well, input from the members was 
absolutely zero so the 1990/91 Management 
Committee set to work with the thoughts 
left by the previous Management Commit- 
tee and during their term of office com- 
pleted all but four of the items planned. 
These ’un-done’ items are:- 

(a) Construct and install additional 
Shelves and new magazine rack in Library 

(b) Install guttering and downpipe on 
entry porch 

(c) Purchase additional figures and 
animals for Haltwhistle’ OO’ scale layout. 

(d) Purchase road vehicles for 
Haltwhistle’ "OO’ scale layout 


As for (a) above, the Branch ’chippie’ 
did not have the time to fit the project into 
a crowded life of retirement and, although 
the existing shelves were becoming slightly 
crowded, the outgoing Library Co-ordina- 
tor (Barry Keciisy was not pressing for an 
early installation of new shelves. Similarly, 
due to a very dry summer, Barry (as former 
Clubrooms Building Project Manager) did 
not press for project (b) above - but it 
wasn’t his neck that water ran down on the 
evening of Monday 4 June when the Club 
equipment was being returned from the 
1991 Model Railway Exhibition in a tropi- 
cal downpour! This one, too, is to be 
included in the 1991/92 programme of 
improvements. . 

(c) and (d) just didn’t seem to be as 
necessary as first thought (according to the 
judgement of the Layouts Co-ordinator, 
ee Solly) and so were not proceeded 
with. 

So, what’s to do for 1991/92? Again, the 
outgoing 1990/91 Management Committee 
have put forward some thoughts, which are 
listed below, and again, input from the 
membership at large is sought for possible 
additions to this list:- 

(a) Construct and install additional 
shelves and new magazine rack in Library 

(b) Install guttering and downpipe on 
entry porch 

(c) Replace old wardrobes in Store Room 
with decent steel shelving units 

(d) Purchase mincing and blending 
equipment for manufacture of scenic ’scat- 
ter’ material from Dunlopillo foam rubber 

(e) Take annual subscriptions to some 
additional model railway magazines 

(f) Purchase some videotapes on Aus- 
tralian, North American and European 


aim 


ba td subjects to ’balance out’ the pres- 
ent videotape coverage held in the Library. 
(Members are reminded that the present 
heavy emphasis on British railway subjects 
in the Library videotape collection is the 
result of the Branch’s big acquisition pro- 
gramme of videotapes at heavily discounted 
prices from Derrick Enterprises during 
April and May - this programme being 
partly financed by the saving due to the 
non-completion of the four projects from 
1990/91) 

(g) Purchase selected books on model 
railway subjects, such as those recom- 
mended, after review, by the outgoing 
Library Co-ordinator 

(h) Purchase and install two sets of 
movement activated spotlights at front of 
building and one set on each side of the 
building 

(i) Acquisition of suitable rolling stock 
and locomotives for the ’O” scale layout 

(j) Purchase a small ladder for access to 
top shelves in Library 

(k) Purchase and install a second ceiling 
exhaust fan in Library 

(1) Acquire a decent secondhand ’din- 
ing’ table to replace old office type table in 
Sg Room, to match, as far as pos- 
sible, the other of the two present tables 

(m)Construct two sets of trestle legs (of 
different heights) for use under the present 
‘trestle tables’ (made up from old flush 
panel doors), one height suitable for 
modelling work when sitting and the other 
height to allow for standing activities, such 
as collating "THE BRANCHLINE’ | 

(n) Modify water outlet above sink to 
allow water flow to either bowl of the sink 

(o) Install a hot water system, with 
outlets to both toilets and to sink in Meeting 
Room 

(p) Purchase a portable, cordless vac- 
uum cleaner (’Dustbuster’ type) 

(q) Consider acquisition of a selection 
of good hand tools (including Jeweller’s 
screwdrivers) and installation of a shadow 
board for their storage 

(r) Consider acquisition of additional 
suitable power tools, such as bench grinder, 
bench drill, small lathe 

(s) Consider acquisition of Air Brush, 
compressor and spray booth 

(t) Install suitable paper towel dispenser 
in Ladies’ washroom 

(u) Install ceiling fan (owned by Branch) 
in Meeting Room 

There were other items listed by the 
outgoing 1990/91 Management Committee 
which they acted on before the end of their 
term at the 1991 Annual General Meeting. 
These other items were:- 

(1) Purchase of additional ‘lightweight’ 
tubing to supplement the stock of barricad- 
ing, which was found to be insufficient for 
the needs of the 1991 Model Railway 
Exhibition (and probably, therefore, the 
needs of future Model Railway Exhibi- 
tions) 

(2) Purchase of a photocopier for repro- 
duction of articles and drawings held in 
Library for members and for general 
administrative requirements of the Branch 

(3) Installation of a work-bench with 
ongmerts vice and carpenter’s vice and 
utilising cupboards and pigeon-holes owned 
by Branch 

So, there you have it! (or them!!) - the 
ideas that the outgoing Management 
Committee had on how to use effectively 
some of the profit from the 1991 Model 
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Railway Exhibition. Itis not to be assumed 
that each and every one of these ideas will 
be adopted by the 1991/92 Management 
Committee, as the Branch’s programme of 
capital improvements has to also take note 
of the need to be able to finance the ‘up- 
front’ costs of the 1992 Model Railway 
Exhibition and the fact that within the next 
five years or so, it may be necessary to 
expand the Clubrooms building to allow 
more space for the Branch’s model railway 
layouts and therefore some funds should be 
put aside, as affordable, before that need 
has to be addressed. 

Notwithstanding these covenants, if any 
member has any other ideas for the im- 
provement of the Branch, or if a particular 
item listed above is thought to be abso- 
lutely essential for 1991/92 or is thought to 
be an ‘utter extravagance’, they should 
convey their thoughts to Steve Price, the 
Branch Secretary, as soon as possible so 
that the Branch’s 1991/92 Budget can be 
finalised. 

The article above was prepared while 
on holiday recently at Coral Bay and it 
has been, to some extent, overtaken by 
the receipt of a Grant from the Lotteries 
Commission to fit out a ’work-station’ - 
see earlier articles. 
the items listed, notably (q), (r) & (s), will 
be acted upon within the next twelve 
weeks. 


Alan Porter 
Treasurer 
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Writing for ’ Journal’ 

On Editorial Matters 
y Australian Pocket Oxford Diction- 
ary defines the word ‘editor’ as follows: 

”One who arranges, annotates or oth- 
erwise prepares another’s work for publi- 
cation”, 

The specifics of what an editor actually 
does have always been a bit of a bone of 
contention. It is accepted that the editor’s 
views will be reflected in the content of 
their publication, it is expected that they 
will have some influence on what appears 
in It. 

I have been an editor in the past, and 
I know from experience what a death- 
defying job it is to translate the words of 
others into the medium of print. It is very 
hard to avoid annoying some people, it is 
very easy to annoy others. 

Here are some of the best ways that | 
know to annoy writers for any publication: 

“spell their names wrong 

change the text_of articles without 
asking first 

provide patronising or demeaning 
titles 

* substitute for words with similar 
meanings 

The written word is a very permanent 
form of expression. Words that appear in 
print are inextricably associated with the 
person whose name appears at their con- 
clusion. The editor’s job is to select 
material for publication, to correct spelling 
and typographical errors and to solicit 
articles for publication where necessary. 

The_ editor should not alter material 
submitted without the permission of the 
author. If m0 title is supplied with an 
article, then the author should be re- 

uested to provide one. If the editor 
aieerene with the content of an article, 
then a note at the end of the article is the 


Therefore, some of 
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most acceptable method of passing com- 
ment. 

Like a dripping tap, constant editorial 
intrusions cause irritation amongst the 
readership, and annoyance to the writer of 
the article. As ‘Journal’ Sub Editor, I will 
follow the principles that | have outlined 
above. If changes are to be made to any 
publication, then they are more likely to be 


made by continued persuasion than by the 


censoring of articles to satisfy any one 
opinion, 

Mike Wilson 

‘Journal’ Sub Editor 
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by Barry Keens 

| am pleased to say that Lionel Boyce 
has joined the Management Committee 
and taken on the task of Library Co- 
ordinator (Librarian). I wish Lionel well 
for the future and hope that he will find it 
as rewarding as I have and that | did not 
leave too much for him to start off with. 
Lionel is a dedicated member and I am sure 
that he will make more improvements during 
his term in office. Like all of us, it will take 
some time for him to settle down and I ask 
all users of the Library to be patient, as this 
is sometimes a difficult job. With the 
addition of the new videos, borrowings 
have shown a dramatic increase and it does 
take time to deal with everybody. 

As in my time, I am sure that there will 
be occasions when the Library will be 
closed to members to enable specific jobs 
to be carried out, to enable the Ewbrary Co- 
ordinator (Librarian) to take part in the 
more formal meetings and to enable him to 
carry out other duties whenever he is the 
‘Duty Officer’. Please be considerate, as I 
am sure these times will be few and far 
between. Many other organisations, in- 
cluding some Branches of AMRA only give 
very limited access to their libraries and do 
not make members so welcome as we do. 
The WA Branch Library is a ’meeting 
place’ to read, talk or undertake research 
and in my opinion is second to none in any 
model railway club (or any club for that 
matter). 

I hope I can also ee in the Library and 
I wish Lionel many hours of pleasure, 
despite the work involved. 


Readers’ and Viewers’ 
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As Barry Keens predicted in the notes 
above which he wrote in the August issue 
of ‘The Branchline’, it is taking me some 
time to settle down into the role of Librar- 
ian (Library Co-ordinator). 

Lite in the Library has been pretty 
frantic since I took over, with many, many 
borrowings occurring, particularly of the 
videotapes which were acquired in May 
and June. At times, the rush of people 
wanting to have their borrowings recorded 
(and paid for) and those wanting to return 
borrowed items has been such that a queue 
has had to be formed while I attend to the 
paperwork! It would be appreciated if 
everyone in such a situation could be 


' patient, ’cos like Avis, I’m trying harder! 


Several people have made donations of 
books and magazines to the Library. Helen 
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Chapman (widow of Brian Chapman) 
donated books and we purchased a large 
number of magazines from her. Mick Horn 
donated a lot of magazines, as did a non- 
member by the name of Jack Kapteyn. 
There have also been books and magazines 
donated by a T Scott (not a member and 
1 have forgotten the name) and some 
duplicated magazines from Alan Porter. 
As a result of all these donations, we’ve 
been able to fill some gaps in our magazine 
collection and the remainder have been put 
into the ’For Sale’ boxes, either as individ- 
ual copies or as full year collections. May 
| ask that if you’re browsing through these 
boxes you replace the magazines in correct 
date order and all the same way up. 

The large number of surplus’ magazines 
occupy a fair bit of space in the Library and 
| apologise for the congestion that this is 
causing. 

However, a lot of the congestion in the 
Library is being caused by some members 
using the Library table as a convenient 

lace to sit and have a discussion, often in 
oud voices, on subjects on anything other 
than railways, whether model or proto- 
type. These members are causing some 
distraction to other members who want to 
use the Library facilities for browsing, 
reading and researching. 

The Management Committee has agreed 
that members may take Library material 
into the main Meeting Room, to use the 
tables there, if they find that there is not 
enough space at the Library table. How- 
ever, they must get my permission for this 
te I’m present) or that of the Duty Office 

if I’m not) and they must return the 
Library material so removed back to the 
Library shelves from whence it came. 

It would also be appreciated if those 
members wishing to have a discussion in 
loud tones with other members would do so 
out in the main Meeting Room. 


Lionel Boyce 


Library Co-ordinator (Librarian) 
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Programme 
Monday 2 December "Elemen 
tary Track Laying & Wiring’ Note 4 
Saturday 7 December Tidy up 
of Site for Christmas BBQ Note 5 
Monday 9 December Sn3-1/2 
Special Interest Group Meeting Note 3 
Wednesday 11 December "Improv- 
ing Locomotive Performance’ Note 6 
Friday 13 December "N’ Scale 
Special Interest Group Mtg Note 2 
Saturday 14 December Special 
Project Afternoon Note 7 
Monday 16 December Showing 
of videotape "UK 91’ Note 8 
Saturday 21 December Branch’s 
Christmas BBQ and Wind-up Note 9 


Wednesday 25 December 
CHRISTMAS DAY - NO MEETING 


Friday 27 December ’N’ Scale 
Special Interest Group Mtg Note 2 
Saturday 28 December General 
Club Activities Note 1 

1992 

Saturday 4 January General 
Club Activities Note 1 

Monday 6 January "Resin 


Casting & Scratch Building in the Larger 
Scales’ Note 10 

Friday 10 January 
Special Interest Group Mtg 


"N’ Scale 
Note 2 
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All meetings will be held in the Branch 
Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing Street, Bayswa- 
ter, right opposite Paddington Street. 
Moojebing Street runs off Guildford Road 
towards the Swan River about 50 metres 
east of the traffic lights which are opposite 
the Cresco fertiliser works. 

The times of the meetings are as follows, 
unless otherwise indicated:- 

Mondays and Wednesday 8.00 pm 
Fridays 7.30 pm Saturdays 2.00 pm 

The Committeeman who is the Duty 
Officer for the occasion will open the 
Clubrooms at least 15 minutes earlier than 
the times indicated above. Visitors are 
always welcome at any of the scheduled 
meetings...... just introduce yourself to the 
Duty Officer (ask someone who he is). He 
will make you really feel ‘at home’ by 
showing you around the facilities at the 
Clubrooms (which we believe are the best 
of any model railway club in Western 
Australia - and possibly even Australia!) 
and by introducing you to some of the 
members present. 

The fee payable by members covers 
some of the general operating expenses of 
the Clubrooms and entitles the member to 
hot refreshment (tea, coffee or Milo) plus 
biscuit. No fee is payable by visitors.....unless 
they keep coming week after week after 
i without joining up! 

Cool drinks are also available at modest 
cost from the refrigerator. 

Note 1 On these occasions, you may 
use the facilities in the Clubrooms as you 
wish, with but few restrictions. There's the 
Branch’s 1.65mm gauge layout, Haltwhistle’, 
on which you may run your own trains (or 
you may use the Branch’s equipment), you 
may assist with the further ad of 
the 9mm gauge ’West-N-Trak’ layout or the 
very extensive rebuilding of the 32mm 
gauge ’Ebford Regis’ layout, you may try 
your hand at the Shunting Puzzle on the 
Ossie Gully’ layout, you may browse through 
the mountain of information in the Library, 
you may put a video into our video player 
(and sit back and ’enjoy the show’) or, if 
these are all too arduous for you, you can 
chat away to like-minded railway enthusi- 
asts. 

Note 2. A regular meeting of the-’N’ 
scale Special Interest Group to work on the 
"West-N-Trak’ layout. 

Note 3. Come along to one of these 
workshop sessions and try your hand at 
building a model of a WAGR 376” railway 
vehicle in ’S’ scale. There’s a core of Sn3- 
1/3 modellers there to inspire, guide, 
demonstrate and otherwise get you into 
this most desirable activity of modelling 
our local railway system. 

Note 4 Bob Green will take us "by 
the hand’ through the tricks and the traps 
of laying track and the electrical wiring of 
the track and the points. 

Note 5 A final clean up of the rear of 
the site so that it will be in good condition 
for the Branch’s Christmas Barbeque and 
Wind-up in a fortnight’s time. The normal 
Branch facilities will not be available to 
members until after 4 pm. 

Note 6 Andrew Morling will be show- 
ing us how to improve the performance of 
your model railway locomotives by quite 
simple procedures and the care and main- 
tenance to keep them well ’tuned’. 

Note 7 Time to put together the 
December issue of "The Branchline’. There’s 
collating for those who like life in the slow 
land, there’s stapling (marginally more 


stimulating!}, checking (really exciting 
stulf!!), folding and enveloping - there’s a 
job to suit everyone’s talents. About 16 
members can knock this off in just over an 
hour - so come along and join "The Press 
Gang’. 

Note 8 Richard Smart has put a lot 
of effort into editing down the video ‘footage’ 
he shot while in the UK in April and May 
of this year and now he will be showing this 
travelogue which covers canals, the villages 
around Wellingborough, the Romney, Hythe 
& Dymchurch Railway, Imrex 91 and quite 
a lot more....oh yes - there’s quite a bit on 
Britrail too! 

Note 9 An occasion for the WHOLE 
FAMILY - Drag along SWMBO (She Who 
Must Be Obeyed) - she may get a pleasant 
surprise at the Clubrooms! It’s a barbeque- 
format occasion (fires to be lit to allow 
cooking to start about 5.30 pm), so bring 
your own ‘nosh’, alcoholic drinks, picnic 
chairs (the Branch chairs tend to sink in the 
sand, particularly with a heavyweight 
aboard!) and, if you need one, your small 
picnic table. We'll have hot drinks laid on 
and cool drinks will be available for sale 
from the refrigerator. 

Suggest you plan to arrive before 5 
pm to allow a bit of ‘fraternising’ among 
members’ families before the serious busi- 
ness commences. 

Note 10 Peter Cole of the Western 
Australian Garden Railway Association 
will give some ideas on how to scratch- 
build items for a model railway in the larger 
scales. 


Book Reviews 


*Scenic Railway Modelling’ 
Compiled and Edited by Michael 


Andress 

Patrick Stephens Limited 
245mm x 170mm pp96 

ISBN 0-85059-711-0 UKL 11.99 

A new addition to our Library to try and 
fill some of the gaps in our general model- 
ling books. It is fair to say that most 
modellers make the most of their own 
scenery, even if they do not make every- 
thing else for their model railway. Michael 
Andress has tried to provide something 
better than a beginner’s book and a little 
less complicated than a specific project 
and, in my opinion, has succeeded. 

He has drawn on the literary and modelling 
skills of others to provide a well balanced 
book which goes a long way to showing 
how much can be done with careful plan- 
ning and a general feel for the world 
around a railway. This is not all British 
prototype modelling and although the usual 
general scenics are covered, chapters are 
devoted to special subjects such as canals, 
low relief modelling, small scenics and a 
river and dock scene. 

This book is well illustrated in mono- 
chrome (this leaves the colours to your 
imagination) and a smattering of diagrams 
add another dimension to the text. 

All in all, this is a good book for the 
serious modeller which would need to be 
read more than once and certainly specific 
projects could be attempted by most using 
their own modifications to suit their own 


layouts. 
BGK 


(This book is catalogued D122 in the 
Branch Library) 
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*>Great Western Branch Line 


Modelling’ by Stephen Williams 

Wild Swan Publications Ltd 275mm x 
215mm with plasticised covers 

ISBN 0 906867 959 UKL 7.95 

This is Part One of an apparently three 
part series to be published and it looks at 
prototype layouts, track and signalling. 

The book looks at the GW branch line 
as a subject for a model, discusses what a 
branch line is’ (which is not quite so simple 
or obvious as may at first be thought). 
There are chapters on track plans and 
station layouts, including a selection of 
examples; the permanent way and _ its 
construction; the types of signals used, 
their construction and purpose, plus a 
selection of signalling cagrans, a bibliog- 
raphy of sources used in the book’s prepa- 
Tation. 

The editorial deadline and work re- 
uirements have prevented your reviewer 
rom reading all of this book. However, it 

is well written and well laid out. 

The many photographs of structures and 
scenery are a compelling reason for adding 
this little gem to your bookshelf as a 
reference for that elusive atmosphere’ we 
spend so much time trying to achieve. 


BET 
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Modelling Westrail’s 
Standard Gauge Line in 
"HO’ Scale 


It is now some 12 months or more since 
I forwarded my first piece of propaganda 
prose so, perhaps, now is the time for an 
update to maintain the enthusiasm of all 
the converts that my first article engen- 
dered. 

Things, kit-wise, have improved some- 
what in the past 12 months, the three "big 
names’ being Scaleways, Northern Models 
and the Casula Hobbies. The first two 
mentioned released Westrail items at the 
1991 Model Railway Exhibition held in 
June. Scaleways has released the WOAX 
open wagon and WOSF steel carrying open 
wagon. available from Hobbycraft and Perth 
Hobby Centre. The WOAX has grain 
doors at each end, the WOSF no grain 
doors. I have suggested to the proprietor 
that he release the non-grain doors end as 
a separate item, as only the first 100 of the 
233 wagons built had this feature (and 
some of the first 100 have since been 
converted to non-grain door ends). 

Northern Models has released an ’L’ 
Class locomotive body. You’ll need to 
build your own chassis or modify an Athearn 
chassis. An Australian National ’EL’ Class 
locomotive body is on the way (and rumour 
has it a OL’ body as well) - Perth Hobby 
Centre stocks these. 

In the "AMRM News’ section of the 
October 1991 issue of ’Australian Model 
Railway Magazine’ there is mention of a’J’ 
Class body to come from Casula Hobbies, 
to go with their ’K’ Class body which was 
announced some months ago. Casula 
Hobbies have also released an Australian 
National ’CL’ Class locomotive body to fit 
the Athearn FP 45 chassis. 

Broad Gauge Bodies has released the 
ex-South Australian ’LX’ van (now Austra- 
lian National "ALGX;) and ’ELX’ open 
wagon (now Australian National "AOBX’) 
- available from Hobbycraft and Perth 
Hobby Centre. | 


Broad Gauge Models kits are now 
produced by Steam Era Models - the FQX/ 
VQCX flat wagon is the useful one). 

For your ‘Bi-centennial Train’, add a 
Powerline (ex Trax) ’FS’ Class coach. 

If you like scratch-building/kit-bashing, 
try these - AMRA member Ken Belcher 
used a shortened Athearn FP45 body with 
a scratch-built cab and nose on an Athearn 
SD9 chassis to produce a most impressive 
Australian National ‘DL’ Class locomotive. 

lan Rourke (a member of the West 
Australian Model Railway Club) uses 
modified Lima "Indian Pacific’ coaches, Far 
North Hobbies ’Prospector’ cabs and a 
Spud’ power bogie to make a prototype 
length ’Prospector’ railcar. They look 
great! 

Testors’ Flat Beret Green (No. 1171) 
and Tamiya Park Green (No. X28) are two 
other shades that you can use for Austra- 
lian National green coloured rolling stock. 

The articles on NSW grain silo construc- 
tion written by Keiran Ryan and appearing 
in the last three or four issues of Australian 
Model Railway Magazine’ contain some 
useful hints on how to tackle CBH grain 
silos. ” 

Modelling this line gets easier all the 
time - maybe one day (?) I, or someone 
else, may have a layout based on the 
Westrail standard gauge system at one of 
our Model Railway Exhibitions - here’s 
hoping anyway! 

Norm Chapple 


Building Locomotives 


(Based on a talk given by Ted 
Thoday at the Clubrooms a few 


years ago) 

Scratch-building - is making models from 
basic raw materials with little, if any, use 
being made of purchase parts. 

Generally, the materials used to build 
locomotives will be various types of sheet 
metal (probably nickel silver, brass or 
tinplate for the body work and basic chas- 
sis, with steel being used for moving parts) 
or sheet plastic, the best here being high 
impact polystyrene - or ’styrene’ as known 
to the modeller. It is also possible to use 
oddments from the ’come-in-handy’ box 
which all modellers have (or should have!). 

With some ingenuity, and imagination, 
almost anything can be put to use, Irrespec- 
tive of what it is made of or what its original 
purpose was. Various of the modern 
casting resins are also extremely useful. 


Research 

Probably more so than with any other 
area of railway modelling, it is necessary to 
have a good set of dimensioned drawings, 
particularly including detail parts, and 
photographs of your chosen prototype at 
the time of your chosen modelling period. 
There is nothing better than a personal visit 
to the prow. but that is becoming 
increasingly difficult for a variety of rea- 
sons, not least that your prototype may 
have been scrapped many years ago, but 
also from a security viewpoint. Before 
attempting to measure or photograph any 
prototype it is always good practice and 
manners to seek approval from the owners 
first. This can save lots of problems and it 
can also lead to considerable cooperation 
and may turn up information not otherwise 
available, eg from family/company records, 
photographs, and the like. 


There are many published books on 
railway matters, as well as magazines, etc. 
These are valuable as a source of drawings, 
information and photographs. These may 
be in your personal collection, the collec- 
tion of a modelling friend, the Branch’s 
extensive collection of books and maga- 
zines or the State Library Service. The 
particular subjects and if the book is in ’the 
system’ it can be obtained from almost 
anywhere. 

The Branch Library has several Indexes 
of railway drawings (Leleux - J304: "Model 
Railway Constructor’ Model Drawings 
Reference Book - J306: "Australian Model 
Railway Magazine’ 25 Year Index - J309: 
My own ’Railway Drawings Index’ which is 
an up-to-date extension of the first two 
above: J003) and these can often assist in 
locating where a drawing of a particular 
prototype item has been published in the 
past. 

Newspaper offices can also be a source 
for photographs and other printed informa- 
tion, as can the various societies dedicated 
to the recording of information, and some- 
times the preservation of actual items, from 
a particular railway or system. 

There are also various commercial or- 
ganisations which have catalogues of thou- 
sands of photographs and slides of railway 
items. 


Tools 

Whilst it can be very useful to have a 
fully equipped workshop with lathe, ete, it 
most definitely is not necessary. Many 
extremely good models have been made 
literally on the kitchen table with a few 
simple handtools. The type of tools will 
vary depending on the materials being 
used. Most modellers will have the i a 
priate tools in their modelling tool box 
already. 

The types of tools suggested as a starting 
point are:- 

Small smooth flat file 

Needle files 

Emery boards 

Craft knife 

Glass-fibre eraser 

Steel straight edges (6” and 12”) 

Small pliers 

Razor saw 

Tweezers 

Selection of small drills 

Pin chuck 

Sheet of 1/4” plate glass 

Small vice or toolmaker’s clamps 

Soldering iron 

Rubber bands 

Clothes pegs 

How the model is constructed will vary 
considerably depending on the complexity, 
etc of the prototype. It is vital to have a 
plan of what you intend to do and in what 
sequence. Quite often the model can be 
made in a number of small parts, which 
when complete, are put together to make 
the complete model; ie chassis, cylinders, 
motion, running plate, smokebox/boiler/ 
firebox, sidetanks, cab, tender chassis, 
underframe, superstructure - to name but 
some. 

Using this technique also simplifies the 
painting process and can make future 
maintenance much easier. 


Part Scratch-building 

This is an area which lies between pure 
scratch-building and tele: This is 
basically where, for example, a kit-built or 
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a ’ready-to-run’ body is used with a chassis 
being scratch-built to fit, or vice versa. 
There are many variations on this theme. 
Kits 

There are many types of kit - simple 
‘thoviage white metal, sheet metal, etched 

rass, and those which are a combination 
of some or all of these. 

These kits can vary from extremely 
basic, with very little detail, to extremel 
complex, where literally every small detail 
is provided. 

There are other variations, such as body 
only’, the complete’ kit, where everything 
except paint and transfers is provided and 
a whole gambit of inbetweens. Check very 
carefully what you are getting for your 
money, and what you will have to buy 
additionally to complete your model. 

All of these kits are capable of being 
constructed by a modeller with some expe- 
tience. It is probably better to start with 
a simple tank locomotive kit and to prog- 
ress from there. 

There are many manufacturers of kits, 
the better known ones being Keysers (K’s, 
no longer available but being reintroduced 
by Nu-Cast under the name of ’Nu-K’s’) for 
their complete kits, Wills (now under the 
name South Eastern Finecast’), M&L, Nu- 
Cast/Cotswold, Jidenco, Blacksmith, MTK. 
Alan Gibson, DJH, GEM, etc. 

Q Kits manufacture and supply a variety 
of modern outline locomotive body shells 
in case resin - these have some detail cast 
in but are very suitable for further detail- 
ing, etc, 

Construction 

The methods used are basically the same 
for all the different types, just using differ- 
ent tools and methods for putting the parts 
together. 

Plastic will require a suitable adhesive, 
perhaps a liquid solvent such as MEK 
(Methyl Ethyl Ketone). 

White metal will require adhesives (such 
as Araldite and Super Glue’) and low 
melting point solders. 

Etched kits will, ideally, require a vari- 
ety of different melting point solders and 
some adhesives can also be used to advan- 
tage. 

It is hoped that adhesives will be cov- 
ered in a later talk. Soldering has been 
covered previously and is one of the topics 
on one of our videos (100V11). 

All of the available kits can be improved 
by the addition of extra detail parts and 
various companies provide these, either as 
separate pieces or as a kit of parts for a 
specific prototype of class. 

Many of the kits are capable of modifi- 
cation to produce a model of a ’sub’ class 
or even a different, but similar, class. The 
more sophisticated kits frequently contain 
sufficient parts to make all the variants of 
one type over its lifetime (these are a useful 
source of items for the ‘come-in-handy’ 
box. 

Many of the manufacturers will also 
supply at special request, individual parts 
from their kits. This can be a useful source 
for the converter/detailer. 

The instruction sheets provided with 
kits can vary from ’very basic’ to ’extremely 
comprehensive’. Generally, the older the 
kit, the more basic the instructions. Most, 
however, are adequate. 

Before making a start on the construc- 
tion of any kit, the instructions should be 
read through several times to ensure a 
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thorough understanding of them. Next, 
identify all the parts against the Parts List 
and then in conjunction with the instruc- 
tions. A ‘dry run’ fit of all parts is essential 
to ensure that its exact location is identified 
before any attempt is made to fix it in place. 
The rubber bands and pegs in the "Tools 
List’ above make very useful ’extra hands’ 
during this stage particularly. 


Motors 

There are many different types of motor 
on the market, ranging from the Portescap 
motor/gearbox units, through the various 
‘can’ motors, to the open frame 3-pole and 
5-pole types. 

The Portescaps are the easiest to use. 
requiring no special mounts or adjustment 
and can be considered to be the ’Rolls 
Royce’ of those available. 


Chassis 

These vary from the cast white-metal 
types, through milled solid brass, to thick 
brass sideframes, onto scale thickness brass 
sideframes and vary depending on the kit 
concerned. It is also possible to obtain 
chassis components or kits as replacements 
for those supplied in a locomotive kit. 
Some of these are also suitable for modi- 
fying ‘ready-to-run’ locomotives. 

Wheels 

Generally speaking, wheels can be 
obtained for most requirements. They do, 
however, vary from the BRMSB (British 
Railway Modelling Standards Bureau) 
standards used by Romford and Hamblings 
(the latter no longer available) to the 
finescale’ types such as Gibson, Ultrascale 
and Sharman, which can be obtained for a 
specific prototype with the correct number 
of spokes and crank throw and position. 
Painting 

This is a separate subject on its own and 
hopefully will be covered later in this 
series. 

There are many different types of paint 
on the market, all suitable for use on 
models, but, if using plastics, check that the 
paint to be used will not attack the plastic. 

The methods of application are basically 
either brush or spray. 

There are also transfers to cover the 
major requirements of lining and lettering 
but it is possible to make your own if 
necessary. 

Planning is again vital, to ensure that 
there are no problems with getting the 
colours in the right places and to ensure, 
for example, that one is not trying to put 
lining under handrails! 
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Product Review 


Two Stage Gearboxes 
by Roger Carrell 


It was all my Lima diesels, with their 
lumpy three-pole ringfield motors, which 
made me realise that they would require an 
equally lumpy pulse controller with a hefty 
feedback if smooth starts and consistent 
crawls were to be achieved at my terminus 
station. (’Spams’ doing 70 towards the 
‘hydraulics’ is only wishful thinking by one 
(TT/EM) follower of God’s Wonderful’!!!) 

Having read the chapters of warnings, in 
"Model Railway Journal’, regarding the use 
of pulse width modulation with Portescap 
motors, I decided, for my steam outline 
venture, to sample present generation iron 
core motors combined with a high effi- 
ciency, high reduction gearbox. The 


Anchoridge and Mashima motors satisfied 
the former but it was the French 75:1 
‘Reductuer’, with its nylon final drive, (for 
split axles!), as reviewed by Stewart Hine 
in the June 1990 issue of Model Railways’ 
and marketed by MG Sharp Models of 
Sheffield, UK, which originally caught my 
attention. (Or-could I treat myself to a few 
Pentrollers and lots of Portescaps!!!) 

An enquiry in January 1991 produced a 
‘Sorry, none in stock and none to follow’ 
Tesponse, but fortunately, at about this 
time, another version was receiving much 
publicity and as a result I decided to give 
the Mashima open frame and can motors a 
trial using the Andy Mullins (’Branchlines’) 
60:1 and 80:1 gearboxes as a promising 
alternative - these latter form the basis of 
this review, 


Construction 

The kit consists of a single fret contain- 
ing the gearbox structures and a bubble 
pack of worm, wormwheel, spur gears and 
a 1/8” top hat bearings, enhanced with a 
sheet of clear and concise instructions. 

After the frames are cut from the fret, 
the main unit is folded to form one side, a 
back and a bottom. Four pin holes on the 
back section, spaced at 8mm and 10mm 
respectively, are provided to coincide with 
the fixing centres of the various Mashima 
motors. These are opened out, before 
folding, until a fixing screw (included with 
the motors) just passes through. The four 
holes to accept the 1/8” top hat bearings 
should be ‘licked’ with a reamer to ensure 
a nice close fit, but I found that all m 
bearings entered their respective holes wit 
a good push from a finger. The bearings 
are then soldered in place and cut off flush 
at their extremities. One, of two, 0.020” 
spacing collars (provided on the fret) are 
threaded onto the wormwheel bearing before 
inserting the main side-frame and the small 
tail forming the gearbox bottom was re- 
moved downstream from its tab........ of 
which more later. 

Andy Mullins offers three methods of 
assembly; all bolted, all soldered, or a 
combination of the two. The frames pos- 
sess pinholes in three locations for the first 
mentioned method. So I tried all of them 
and here are my findings: 

1. All bolted: On one pair of frames, 
I drilled clearance holes for 12BA bolts and 
on another pair I drilled and tapped the 
holes 12BA. This method requires lock- 
nuts or spacers to hold the side sheets 
spaced and parallel, while the last men- 
tioned method requires just one lock-nut 
on the extreme end of the bolt. The bolt 
method (which offers disassembly with ease) 
provides good opportunity for setting up 
and testing the unit, as well as coupling it 
to a variety of motors (in turn, of course!) 
to achieve the best combination ..... but I 
found some snags; firstly, the flimsy 12BA 
bolts didn’t prevent lozenging of the frames 
(in one case, they actually created it!), and 
secondly, the top bolt assembly fouled the 
head of the top motor pecs screw and 
simply refused to pass through from one 
frame to the other. 

2. All soldered: This method is defi- 
nitely the most rigid .... and permanent! 
But tack soldering at the three tab locations 
provides good rigidity and convenience 
while testing the unit with a variety of 
motors. If you’re seam soldering, the 
extended ears’ are not necessary and may 
be removed before assembly. (Keep some 
desoldering -_— handy, just in case the 
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3. Combination: Recommended by 


an Andy Mullins and (as it turns out) defi- 


nitely the best method of all (although he 
doesn’t state what part is soldered and what 
part is bolted!). My method was, again, to 
tack solder at the tab locations but retain 
and bolt the two ’ears’ to maintain spacing 
and rigidity at the hypotenuse of the unit 

The reason for all this mucking about is 
that the bottom motor securing hole (and 
screw) is obscured by the idler (which has 
to be installed before the sides are as- 
sembled) and thus the motor can’t be fitted 
after assembly. If you’re not happy with 
the motor, then you’ll need a simple means 
of disassembling the gearbox to exchange 
it. Logically however, if the motor is tested 
for defects beforehand, then all will be 
well, but it was the motor speed/driving 
wheel characteristics which concerned me 
at the outset. To conclude this section, | 
would recommend a good quality motor 
combined with the 80:1 gearbox for express 
locomotives and a smaller motor combined 
with the 60:1 gearbox for all others. 

The instructions recommend the use of 
a 0.012” spacing washer on the driving axle 
inside the box to keep the final gear clear 
of the small tail on the gearbox bottom, but 
1 found that when this was applied, the 
final gear then fouled the wormwheel at- 
tached to the idler! My solution was to 
place the aforementioned collar onto the 
idler (wormwheel side) bearing and re- 
move the small tail (up to its tab) alto- 
gether. This modification not only solved 
the axle gear clearance problem but it 
repositioned the wormwheel (on the idler) 
centrally under the worm (when viewed 
end-on). It was slightly offset in the 
original arrangement. Clear as mud? Good! 


Conclusion 

Now that the (elusive!) boffins have got 
the reduction configuration the right way 
round (ie the worm before the spurs), this 
kit makes up into a nice quiet and efficient 
little gearbox comparable to the Portes- 
caps. 

I felt that the price was a little steep at 
UKL 8.95 a pop, but when I added up the 
peves of the individual parts from a current 

harman catalogue, not forgetting that the 
worm components are Brian Rogers’ 38:1 
items and that the remainder are high 
uality items, that left the fret at about 
JKL 2.00! When coupled to a Mashima 
can motor, the complete unit comes to 
OKL 17.45.....with a Russell/MJT design 
thrown in for free! (With any 0-6-0 tender 
or tank loco, driving on the rear axle, the 
gearbox does not foul the boiler back 
plate.....I’ve tried it. 

The gearbox is designed by Andy Mul- 
lins and is marketed by 

Branchlines (Andy Mullins) 
PO Box 31 
Exeter EX46NY UK 


The Romney, Hythe & 


Dymchurch Railway 


A Brief History 

The Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch 
Railway came into existence when Captain 
JEP (Jack) Howey, an English millionaire 
who owned a large business section in the 
centre of Melbourne which allowed him to 
indulge in his two loves (fast cars and 
miniature steam locomotives) found a small 


stretch of narrow land facing the English 
Channel between Hythe and Dungeness in 
Kent, about 14 miles, and in 1925 started 
construction of the 15” gauge railway. He 
had acquired two 15” gauge locomotives 
with the 4-6-2 ’Pacific’ wheel arrangement. 
These locomotives were designed by Henry 
Greenly who based them on the ’Flying 
Scotsman’ class which the LNER had in 
service at that time (the Gresley °Al’ 
Class). However, Greenly specified that 
they should be one-third’ (1/3) full size 
instead of the true 15” gauge scale of one- 
quarter (1/4). 

The almost level terrain of the Romney 
Marsh (where the famous black nosed 
sheep come from) does allow quite high 
speeds to be maintained. In August 1926, 
the Duke of York (later King George VI) 
opened the first section across eight miles 
of the Romney Marsh and two years later 
a further six mile section to Dungeness was 
completed. By 1931, there were nine 
locomotives running on the line. 

During the Second World War, the 
railway came under the control of the 
military and thus was the only 15” gauge 
railway to operate an armoured train. By 
1945, the RD&DR was in a poor state but, 
in 1946, after a great effort, the line was 
reopened by the comedians Laurel and 
Hardy (hands up all those who can remem- 
ber them!). The next two decades were 
great years for the RH&DR until the 
advent of cheap package tours to ’the sun’ 
started the downturn of holidaymakers 
willing to risk the unpredictable English 
summers! 

In 1963 Howey died and over the next 
eight years the railway changed hands 
twice. In 1971 it had reached rock bottom 
but a group of railway enthusiasts headed 
by Hon. WH McAlpine (of ’Flying Scots- 
man’ fame) purchased the company. Since 
then, many improvements have been made, 
which include two diesels which are used 
mostly for the School Train’, which are 
like our "School Buses’. Specials can be 
booked for groups such as birthday parties, 
retirement functions or just for a unique 
day or evening out! I can’t think of a better 
way to be whisked off to one of the many 
lineside pubs or restaurants. 

Talking to one of the engine drivers who 
has been with the company for 18 years, he 
told me that a house is supplied with the 
job and there are about 30 people em- 
ployed on the RH&DR. 

On first seeing the engines, you would 
not realise that most of them are over 65 
years old, although most of the coaching 
stock has been replaced over the years. 

The RH&DR has visiting days, with 
locomotives coming from all over the UK, 
and with up to 20 locomotives on hand. So, 
remember, if you are visiting the UK, pay 
V 
model railway housed at New Romney 
station and to get off and on at any of the 
six Stations on the system), and take a ride 
on "The World’s Smallest Public Railway’, 
the RH&DR. 


Richard Smart 


Claudia Raynes, Her 


Husband and His Trains 
This is the story of Claudia Raynes 

Who married a man who loved to play 
trains. 

Each night, coming home, he’d rush through 


the door, 

Her kisses and greetings he’d almost ig- 
nore. 

He’d bolt down his dinner and just before 
seven, 

Race up the stairs to his bachelor heaven, 
Throw all the switches and plug in the 
mains, 

Then lie on the carpet and play with his 
trains. 


For hour after hour, he’d puff and he’d 
chuff, 

Mea: down in the kitchen his wife had the 
huff. 

For she never showed it, this comely young 
wench, 

As she washed up the dishes and wiped 
down the bench. 

She just fervently prayed, as she dried the 
last cup, 

That, one day, her husband might decide 
to grow up. 

But in spite of her labours and spiritual 
pains, 

He simply continued to play with his trains. 


Around about midnight, he’d come down 
to bed 

With trains whistling round through the 
holes in his head. 

Forgetting his duties as husband and lover, 
He’d soon be asleep ’neath the warmth of 
the cover 

And clutched in his hand, I’ve forgotten to 
mention, 

Like a child’s Teddy Bear, was a small 
clockwork engine. 

Too late she discovered, the man who 
abstains 

Is often content to just play with his trains. 


For five long years did this heroine stick 
Until she collapsed, broken hearted and 
sick, 

Her illness was terribly hard to explain 
And she was examined again and again 
Until, at long last, an intelligent surgeon 
Said Mrs Raynes, I believe you're a vir- 
gin’, 

"Yes’, she replied, with her cheeks red as 
flames, 

‘| married a man who prefers to play 
trains’. 


‘Oh!’, said the doctor, "Then, here are 
some tips: 

Take up a hobby, like playing with ships’. 
So, after much thought and firm resolution, 
She eventually hit on the perfect solution 
Well, a compromise really, at least of a sort 
She’d visit each ship that comes into port. 
So now she is happy and so’s Mr Raynes 
"Cos she’s got her sailors and he’s got his 
trains. 


(A ’party piece’ from David Reddick, a 
rominent member of the railway model- 
ee fraternity in Auckland, New Zealand. 
It is claimed that David has given up 
reciting this piece in NZ, but he was ’press- 
ganged’ into doing it on two social occa- 
sions at the recent BRMA Convention in 
Sydney. Fortunately, it was captured on 
tape for Aussies). 
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Caspers World in 
Miniature 


Caspers World in Miniature Tourist Park in 
Stawell features a unique presentation of world 
culture, Australian and local history displayed 
in dioramas and working models, indoor and 
outdoor exhibits. 

One of these is the Steiermark Railway. 

it consists of a large oval of LGB track and 
some LGB rolling stock. 

In order to transform this into an interesting 
Model Railway, the owners seek the help of 
model railway enthusiasts with the necessary 
expertise. 

Therefore, anyone interested in helping out is 
offered free accommodation in return for a fair 
day’s modelling pleasure. 

It can be a great way of spending a weekend 
or weekdays. 


Piease contact: Mrs Norma Cosson on telephone 
053 - 58 1877 for further information. 
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German Roco 


Models 
HO 


Class 01 steam loco, express luggage 
van: as new. 


2 pike coaches, 3 fast train coaches, 
express 2nd class/luggage van, cowl wagon, 
2 closed vans, class V200 diesel local: 
good condition. Lightly weathered, some 
with passengers. 


All with close couplers (standard couplers 
supplied), all with spare part lists and 
instructions. 


Cost $820. Sell $540. 
Ring (03) 723 7791 (Croydon). 
Ask for Nathan Farrelly. 


AR KIT CO. 


P.O. BOX 736 
GRAFTON N.S.W. 2460 


QUALITY AUSTRALIAN MADE MODEL TRAINS 
(Ready to Run & Kits) : 


® Trains @® Components @ Accessories @ Paint 
For a FREE EXCLUSIVE catalogue drop us a line! 


